
“Praying Without Ceasing”
Daniel 6
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Daniel 5:30-31

30 That	very	night	Belshazzar	the	Chaldean	king	was	
killed.	31 And	Darius	the	Mede	received	the	
kingdom,	being	about	sixty-two	years	old.



6th or 2nd Century?

1. The language of Daniel reflects a 6th century BC 
authorship



The Language of Daniel

“…it is inconceivable that Greek terms for 
government and administration would not have 
been adopted into Aramaic by the second century 
B.C. if Greek had indeed been the language of 
government for over 160 years (between 332 and 
167 B.C.). It is evident that the language of Daniel 
was a lingua franca that readily absorbed foreign 
terms in precisely this area.”



The Language of Daniel

“There are approximately fifteen Persian 
derivatives pertaining to government and 
administration that appear in the Aramaic chapters 
of Daniel…All this points unquestionably to 
composition in the Persian period (c. 530 B.C.). 
But it renders a later date in the post-Alexandrian 
period linguistically impossible.”

Gleason L. Archer Jr., Commentator



6th or 2nd Century?

1. The language of Daniel reflects a 6th century BC 
authorship

2. The Bible’s history, including the history of 
Daniel, is consistently proven correct



Belshazzar and Nabonidus

“During the last century, it was customary for late-
date advocates to assume that Daniel’s mention of 
Belshazzar was completely unhistorical since 
extrabiblical historical sources refer to Nabonidus 
as the final king of the Babylonian Empire. After 
the discovery of oath tablets in Neo-Babylonian 
cuneiform dating from the twelfth year of 
Nabonidus (543 B.C.) and associating Belshazzar, 
his son, with him on an equal footing…



Belshazzar and Nabonidus

“…it became startlingly apparent that the writer of 
Daniel was much more accurately informed about 
the history of the 540s in Babylonia than 
Herodotus in 450 B.C. Thus the argument based 
on the silence of extrabiblical Greek sources 
concerning Belshazzar not only collapsed but 
turned out to be a powerful argument in favor of a 
sixth-century date for the writing of the book.”

Gleason L. Archer Jr., Commentator 



6th or 2nd Century?

1. The language of Daniel reflects a 6th century BC 
authorship

2. The Bible’s history, including the history of 
Daniel, is consistently proven correct

3. Darius the Mede was likely a real figure
ØA 2nd century writer would have certainly known that 

Cyrus was the king at this time



Gubaru = Darius?

1. A general named Gubaru is referred to as a 
governor of Babylonia in tablets dating from the 
fourth to the eighth year of Cyrus

2. Gubaru seems to have been of Median descent 
and was likely 62 years old when made ruler

3. Alternate names were often given (e.g. the 
renaming of Jewish kings)

4. Note the language used to describe Darius



Received and Made

Daniel 5:31  And Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

Daniel 9:1  In the first year of Darius the son of 
Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was made 
king over the realm of the Chaldeans…



6th or 2nd Century?

1. The language of Daniel reflects a 6th century BC 
authorship

2. The Bible’s history, including the history of 
Daniel, is consistently proven correct

3. Darius the Mede was likely a real figure



Proverbs 27:4

Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming, but who 
can stand before jealousy?



James 3:16

For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice.



1 Kings 8:46-50
46 “If they sin against you—for there is no one who 
does not sin—and you are angry with them and give 
them to an enemy, so that they are carried away 
captive to the land of the enemy, far off or near, 47 yet 
if they turn their heart in the land to which they have 
been carried captive, and repent and plead with you 
in the land of their captors, saying, ‘We have sinned 
and have acted perversely and wickedly,’



1 Kings 8:46-50
48 if they repent with all their heart and with all their 
soul in the land of their enemies, who carried them 
captive, and pray to you toward their land, which you 
gave to their fathers, the city that you have chosen, 
and the house that I have built for your name, 49 then 
hear in heaven your dwelling place their prayer and 
their plea, and maintain their cause



1 Kings 8:46-50
50 and forgive your people who have sinned against 
you, and all their transgressions that they have 
committed against you, and grant them compassion 
in the sight of those who carried them captive, that 
they may have compassion on them.


