
Towards Resiliency
Ephesians 4:11-16



2024 Points of Emphasis

1. A continued emphasis on ministries that God is already working in, 
specifically benevolence, missions, and next generation ministry.

2. The cultivation of biblical wisdom in an effort to offer compelling responses 
to the complex issues of our day.

3. The fostering of a church culture that invites proactively and welcomes 
warmly.

4. The pursuit of peace and unity, in order to offer a contrasting and 
compelling witness to a tumultuous and divided world.

5. A deep reliance on prayer.
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Philippians 2:1-2

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from 
love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection and 
sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.



1 Corinthians 1:10

I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same judgment.



Ephesians 4:1-3

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing 
with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace.



Romans 15:5-6

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you 
to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with 
Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify 
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



John 17:20-23

“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in 
me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, 
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you 
have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even 
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 
perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and 
loved them even as you loved me.”
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Colossians 2:8

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 



2 Corinthians 10:5

We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against 
the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey 
Christ.



1 Chronicles 12:32

Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their 
kinsmen under their command.



Ephesians 4:11-16

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 
craftiness in deceitful schemes.



Ephesians 4:11-16

Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, 
joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that 
it builds itself up in love.
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1. Technology

2. Diversity, Equity and Inclusion

3. Eschatology

4. Religious Freedom, Pluralism and Christian Nationalism

5. The History of Christianity’s Cultural Impact



Jude 1:3-4

Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 
salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for 
the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. For certain people 
have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into 
sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.



The Sermon on the Mount

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and 
great was the fall of it.” (Matthew 7:24-27)



Every Wind of Doctrine

1. Cultural Issue

2. Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)

3. Cultural Issue

4. Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)

5. And so on…
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1. Anticipate sharpening rather than division.

2. Be prepared for action.

3. Invite your friends!



Ephesians 4:14-15

…so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by 
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, 
speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into 
him who is the head, into Christ…



Colossians 2:8-10

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and 
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For 
in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have 
been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.
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