
Made Alive
Colossians 2:8-15



To begin with, a warning.

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit.
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…according to the elemental spirits of the world.



To begin with, a warning.

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit.

…according to human tradition, and

…according to the elemental spirits of the world, and

…not according to Christ.



Deceptive Philosophy Christ



1 Corinthians 1:22-24

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 
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1 Corinthians 1:22-24

1. Jews demand signs

2. Greeks seek wisdom

3. We preach Christ

…the power of God and the wisdom of God.



Do not be taken captive by philosophy…

…but be captivated by Christ.



According to Colossians 2:8-15…

1. Who is Christ?

2. What did Christ do?



Who is Christ?

1. The whole fullness of deity

2. The head of all rule and authority



Who is Christ?

1. The whole fullness of deity dwelling bodily

2. The head of all rule and authority
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According to Colossians 2:8-15…

1. Who is Christ?

God with us, both holy and loving.

2. What did Christ do?



What did Christ do?

1. He circumcised

11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 
Christ.



What did Christ do?

1. He circumcised

2. He baptized

12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead.



Baptism Class
September 13 at 8:00 a.m.

Summitview Library



What did Christ do?

1. He circumcised

2. He baptized

3. He conquered

15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, 
by triumphing over them in him.



What did Christ do?

1. He circumcised

2. He baptized

3. He conquered

4. He forgave

…having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of 
debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross.



Is my sin that big?



Is my sin that big?

It depends on…

1. The definition of sin.

2. What standard I’m measuring myself against.



Perhaps my sin is much bigger than I 
initially thought.
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passivity or circumstances.
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initially thought.

After all…

1. I often avoid sin, not due to my goodness, but due to my fear or 
passivity or circumstances.

2. I often see good that I should do and refrain from doing it.

So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is 
sin. (James 4:17)



Perhaps my sin is much bigger than I 
initially thought.

After all…

1. I often avoid sin, not due to my goodness, but due to my fear or 
passivity or circumstances.

2. I often see good that I should do and refrain from doing it.

3. My good deeds are often done for selfish reasons.



Is my sin that big?

It depends on…

1. The definition of sin.

2. What standard I’m measuring myself against.
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What did Christ do?

1. He circumcised

2. He baptized

3. He conquered

4. He forgave

5. He filled

10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and 
authority.



Union with Christ

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been 
filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. In him also you 
were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting 
off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been 
buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the 
dead.

(Colossians 1:9-12)



What did Christ do?

1. He circumcised

2. He baptized

3. He conquered

4. He forgave

5. He filled

6. He gave life

13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision 
of your flesh, God made alive together with him.



Made Alive

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins… But God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved.

(Ephesians 2:1, 4-5)



Kids Question



Kids Question

We talked about two big, important characteristics that Christ has. 
What are they?

H ________

L ________



Made Alive

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins… But God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved.

(Ephesians 2:1, 4-5)



God, I acknowledge that I have an immeasurable debt against me due 
to my sin, and that I cannot overcome it through my own effort. But I 

also acknowledge that you, Jesus, came to pay my debt by dying on the 
cross, and then conquered death so that I could be made alive. Thank 

you for accomplishing what I could not accomplish. I now turn from my 
sin and self-reliance, and trust you with my life and eternity. Fill me 

with yourself.

Amen.





1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the 
cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often 
as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death 
until he comes.



God, I acknowledge that I have an immeasurable debt 
against me due to my sin, and that I cannot overcome it 
through my own effort. But I also acknowledge that you, 

Jesus, came to pay my debt by dying on the cross, and 
then conquered death so that I could be made alive. Thank 
you for accomplishing what I could not accomplish. I now 
turn from my sin and self-reliance, and trust you with my 

life and eternity. Fill me with yourself.

Amen.
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