
Colossians 1:9–14







Eden: life in God’s presence

Then the lie, the fall, and the downward spiral



“He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he 

placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that turned every way to 

guard the way to the tree of life.”



“Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in 

the land of Nod, east of Eden.”





If Genesis is about how we got driven out,
Colossians is about how we got brought home.



If Genesis is about how we got driven out,
Colossians is about how we got brought home.







“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 

asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding,

so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: 

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 

God;

being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, 

for all endurance and patience with joy;"



“giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in light.

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 

to the kingdom of his beloved Son,

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”



“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, 

asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding…”



“Knowledge” here is epignōsis: full, personal, relational knowing.

Not facts about God held at arm’s length. Knowing Him.





“…so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 

knowledge of God;

being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, 

for all endurance and patience with joy…”



in every good work (Gen 1:28)



in every good work (Gen 1:28)

in the knowledge of God



in every good work (Gen 1:28)

in the knowledge of God

for endurance, with joy



in every good work (Gen 1:28)

in the knowledge of God

for endurance, with joy

to the Father



“…giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in light.

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us 

to the kingdom of his beloved Son,

in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”



made us fit, not imposters (v.12)



made us fit, not imposters (v.12)

rescued from the domain of darkness (v.13)



made us fit, not imposters (v.12)

rescued from the domain of darkness (v.13)

into the kingdom of His beloved Son (v.13)



methistēmi: the empire’s word for uprooting a whole people and 

resettling them under a new king.

Every empire used it to drag people into exile. God used it to carry us 

out.





If Genesis is about how we got driven out,
Colossians is about how we got brought ______.



If Genesis is about how we got driven out,
Colossians is about how we got brought home





“…in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
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