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Noah and the Flood (Part 1)

Genesis 6-9
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1. God was there in the beginning.

God created out of nothing.

Loving relationship came first.

Humans were created in the image of God.
Male and female together reflect God’s image.
God gave the humans stewardship over the earth.

I T i

Humans disobeyed God, changing everything.
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Understand the nature of the human heart.
Summarize the flood narrative.

Summarize the main positions on these chapters.
Discuss our approach if we see things differently.
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Give some theological/textual reasons for believing that a flood
actually happened.

6. Understand the nature of God'’s justice.
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1. Dig into the details of the narrative more.

2. Give some historical/scientific reasons for believing that a flood
actually happened.

3. Consider the character of our covenant-making God.
4. Focus on God’s deliverance.



Genesis 6-9
(Page 5)
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The LorD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.

Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with
violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all
flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.
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What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have
already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is
written:

“None is righteous, no, not one;
no one understands;
no one seeks for God.
All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
no one does good,
not even one.”
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And God said to Noah, “l have determined to make an end of all flesh,
for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, | will destroy
them with the earth.”
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1. Noah, a “herald of righteousness”, heard from God and was told to
build a huge vessel that would carry Noah’s family and pairs of
“every sort” of animal.
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1. Noah, a “herald of righteousness”, heard from God and was told to
build a huge vessel that would carry Noah’s family and pairs of
“every sort” of animal.

2. Noah built the ark over an unspecified amount of time and then,
when he was 600 years old, entered the ark.
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1. Noah, a “herald of righteousness”, heard from God and was told to

build a huge vessel that would carry Noah’s family and pairs of
“every sort” of animal.

2. Noah built the ark over an unspecified amount of time and then,
when he was 600 years old, entered the ark.

3. As he entered the ark, the “fountains of the great deep” and the
“windows of the heavens” were opened.
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1. Noah, a “herald of righteousness”, heard from God and was told to
build a huge vessel that would carry Noah’s family and pairs of
“every sort” of animal.

2. Noah built the ark over an unspecified amount of time and then,
when he was 600 years old, entered the ark.

3. As he entered the ark, the “fountains of the great deep” and the
“windows of the heavens” were opened.

4. The rain continued for 40 days, although the waters “prevailed” on
the earth for 150 days until “all the high mountains under the
whole heaven were covered.”
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5. “Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life
died.”
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5. “Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life
died.”

6. For the following 150 days, the waters receded until the highest
mountaintops were visible and the ark came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat.
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5. “Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life
died.”

6. For the following 150 days, the waters receded until the highest
mountaintops were visible and the ark came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat.

7. After a further wait and testing of the state of the world, Noah and
his fellow passengers disembarked after a little more than a year on
the ark.
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5. “Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the breath of life
died.”

6. For the following 150 days, the waters receded until the highest
mountaintops were visible and the ark came to rest on the
mountains of Ararat.

7. After a further wait and testing of the state of the world, Noah and
his fellow passengers disembarked after a little more than a year on
the ark.

8. God made a covenant with Noah.
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The Creation Week
of Genesis 1

Adam and Eve and
Genesis 2-3

The Flood and
Genesis 6-9
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The Creation Week Six literal, consecutive
of Genesis 1 24-hour days

Historical first humans,
specially created by God;
ancestors of all humanity

Adam and Eve and
Genesis 2-3

The Flood and A literal, historical, global
Genesis 6-9 flood
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. . . The “days” are long ages or
The Creation Week Six literal, consecutive
. some other non-24-hour
of Genesis 1 24-hour days

interpretation

Historical first humans, Historical first humans,
specially created by God;  specially created by God;
ancestors of all humanity  ancestors of all humanity

Adam and Eve and
Genesis 2-3

The Flood and A literal, historical, global A literal flood, but usually a
Genesis 6-9 flood local or regional flood
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in creation

The Creation Week
of Genesis 1

Adam and Eve and
Genesis 2-3

The Flood and
Genesis 6-9

The “days” are long ages or
some other non-24-hour
interpretation

Six literal, consecutive
24-hour days

Historical first humans, Historical first humans,
specially created by God;  specially created by God;
ancestors of all humanity  ancestors of all humanity

A literal, historical, global A literal flood, but usually a
flood local or regional flood

A literary method of some
kind, but not intended to be
a literal chronology

Various views, but generally
more archetypal or symbolic

Sometimes a regional flood,
but often allegorical



What if we disagree?
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Due to its implications regarding...
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Due to its implications regarding...

1. The character of God
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“And so of course | don’t think that the process
of evolution disproves the existence of an
immaterial mind behind the universe. But it
does seem unlikely that if God’s design was to
bring about me and people like me so we could
enter into a relationship with him, that he
would choose to do so through a method
which historically speaking relies upon the
death and destruction of the unfit creatures,
which brings up a problem of evil.”
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Due to its implications regarding...

1. The character of God
2. The nature of the gospel
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For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons
of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but
because of him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be
set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has
been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the
redemption of our bodies.
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Due to its implications regarding...

ne character of God
ne nature of the gospel
ne consistency of the Bible
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This is like the days of Noah to me:
as | swore that the waters of Noah
should no more go over the earth,

so | have sworn that | will not be angry with you,
and will not rebuke you.
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...even if these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they would
deliver but their own lives by their righteousness, declares the Lord
God.
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He set the earth on its foundations,
so that it should never be moved.
You covered it with the deep as with a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.
At your rebuke they fled;
at the sound of your thunder they took to flight.
The mountains rose, the valleys sank down
to the place that you appointed for them.
You set a boundary that they may not pass,
so that they might not again cover the earth.
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For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made
alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in
prison, because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which
a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water.
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They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the
fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the
beginning of creation.” For they deliberately overlook this fact, that
the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water
and through water by the word of God, and that by means of these
the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. But
by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up

for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the
ungodly.
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For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and

swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
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Due to its implications regarding...

ne character of God

ne nature of the gospel

ne consistency of the Bible
ne nearness of God
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For how many days did the waters “prevail” on the earth during the
flood?
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8. The human heart is inclined toward evil.
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For | know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For |
have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.
For | do not do the good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | keep
on doing.
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8. The human heart is inclined toward evil.
9. God pours out his wrath on evil.
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But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up
wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment
will be revealed.



@{?\5 Matthew 24:37-39

N
ECSI_;I;QPLISHED
For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and

swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.







1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body,
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
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