
Did God actually say…?
Genesis 3:1-7



The serpent’s crafty temptation deceived Eve, leading 
to Adam’s/humanity’s sin-earned death and shame. 
Let’s consider four ways Jesus contrasts and restores 
from the Eden temptation so that we can be 
established in our faith.



Read
Genesis 3:1-7

(page 2)



1. Context (2:25-3:1a)

And the man and his wife were both naked and were 

not ashamed. Now the serpent was more crafty than 

any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 

made. He said to the woman… (Genesis 2:25-3:1a)
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1. Context (2:25-3:1a)

And the man and his wife were both naked and were 

not ashamed. Now the serpent was more crafty than 

any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 
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Revelation 12:9

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 

serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the 

deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to 

the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 



1. Context (2:25-3:1a)

And the man and his wife were both naked and were 

not ashamed. Now the serpent was more crafty than 

any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 

made. He said to the woman… (Genesis 2:25-3:1a)



2 Corinthians 11:14

And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an 

angel of light.



1. Context (2:25-3:1a)

And the man and his wife were both naked and were 

not ashamed. Now the serpent was more crafty than 

any other beast of the field that the LORD God had 

made. He said to the woman… (Genesis 2:25-3:1a)



ESTABLISH Takeaway

1. Beware! Temptation comes through 

unsuspecting means.



Example of Jesus (Mark 8:31–33)

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer 
many things…and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began 
to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he 
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things 
of man.”



How might temptation be 
coming to you through 
unsuspecting means?



2. Attack #1 & Response (vs 1b-3)

“Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in 

the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We 

may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God 

said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in 

the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest 

you die.’” (Genesis 3:1b–3)
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the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We 
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The serpent misquotes the LORD God

And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” (Genesis 
2:16–17)

[The serpent] said to the woman, 
“Did God actually say, ‘You shall 
not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” (Genesis 3:1)



And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” 
(Genesis 2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



1. Eve omits ‘surely’ (eat)

And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” (Genesis 
2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



What God Said

ל׃ ֵֽ ל   תֹּאכ      אָכֹֹּ֥
(you may eat + to eat) 

(imperfect + infinitive absolute) 
You may surely eat. ‘Eat to your heart’s content!’



What Eve Said

ל׃ ֵֽ לאָָ   תֹּאכ  כֹֹּ֥     
(you may eat + to eat) 

(imperfect + infinitive absolute) 

Eat to your heart’s content!



2. Eve omits ‘every’

And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” (Genesis 
2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



3. Eve omits God’s name of forbidden 
tree

And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” (Genesis 
2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



4. Eve adds to God’s command

And the LORD God commanded the 

man, saying, “You may surely eat of 

every tree of the garden, but of the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil you 

shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 

of it you shall surely die.” 

(Genesis 2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



5. Eve omits the word ‘surely’ (die)

And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” 
(Genesis 2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



What God Said

וּת׃ ות  תָמֵֽ     מֹֹּ֥
(you shall die + to die) 

(imperfect + infinitive absolute) 

→ You shall surely die!



What Eve Said

וּן׃ מֻתֵֽ ן־  תְּ     מפֶּ
(you shall die + lest) 

(imperfect + conjunction) 

→ Lest you die.



6. Eve omits command language

And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” 
(Genesis 2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



7. Eve omits God’s covenant name

And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely 
eat of every tree of the garden, 
but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” 
(Genesis 2:16–17)

And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden, but 
God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the 
midst of the garden, neither shall 
you touch it, lest you die.’”
(Genesis 3:2–3)



Changed words malign the LORD God

• The LORD God’s Goodness

• The LORD God’s Generosity

• The LORD God’s Authority

• The LORD God’s Expectations

• The LORD God’s Justice

• The LORD God’s personal relationship



ESTABLISH Takeaway

2. Know the LORD God’s Word



Example of Jesus (Matthew 4)

IT IS WRITTEN

• “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.’”

• “‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

• “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 

serve.’” 



How will your desire to know God 
more impact your study of God's 

Word?



3. Attack #2 & Response (vs 4-6a)

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise…(Genesis 3:4-6a)



3. Attack #2 & Response (vs 4-6a)

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise…(Genesis 3:4-6a)



What God Said

וּת׃ ות  תָמֵֽ     מֹֹּ֥
(you shall die + to die) 

(imperfect + infinitive absolute) 

→ You shall surely die!



What the Serpent Said

וּן׃ מֻתֵֽ ות  תְּ א־ מֹֹּ֥ ֵֹּֽ    ל
(you shall die + to die + not) 

(imperfect + infinitive absolute + negative ) 

→ You will not surely die!



3. Attack #2 & Response (vs 4-6a)

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise…(Genesis 3:4-6a)



Abundant ‘eat to your heart’s 
content’ trees

And out of the ground the LORD 
God made to spring up every tree 
that is pleasant to the sight and 
good for food…And the LORD God 
commanded…“You may surely eat 
of every tree…” (Genesis 2:9, 16)

One Death Tree

but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it 
you shall surely die.” 
(Genesis 2:17)



3. Attack #2 & Response (vs 4-6a)

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise…(Genesis 3:4-6a)



3. Attack #2 & Response (vs 4-6a)

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise…(Genesis 3:4-
6a)



ESTABLISH Takeaway

3. Recognize Satan's tactics



Example of Jesus 
(Philippians 2:6–10)

…though [Christ Jesus] was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he 
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly 
exalted him…



How can your most common temptations be 
reframed as ingratitude? As attempting 

to be God?



4. The Fall (vs 6b-7)

…she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 

to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the 

eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 

made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:6a-7)
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4. The Fall (vs 6b-7)

…she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 

to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then 

the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
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made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:6a-7)



Genesis 2:15

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden 

of Eden to work it and keep [GUARD] it.



4. The Fall (vs 6b-7)

…she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 

to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the 

eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 

made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:6a-7)



Romans 5:12

…sin came into the world through one man, and death 

through sin, and so death spread to all men…



4. The Fall (vs 6b-7)

…she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 

to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the 

eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 

made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:6a-7)



Genesis 2:25

And the man and his wife were both naked and were 

not ashamed.



4. The Fall (vs 6b-7)

…she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some 

to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the 

eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 

were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 

made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:6a-7)



ESTABLISH Takeaway

4. Ditch your fig leaves



Example of Jesus 
(Romans 5:17–18)

…because of one man’s trespass, death reigned 

through that one man…as one trespass led to 

condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 

leads to justification and life for all men. 



Example of Jesus 
(1 Corinthians 15:22)

For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 

alive.



Example of Jesus 
(Hebrews 12:2, 4:16)

…Jesus…endured the cross, despising the shame, and 

is seated at the right hand of the throne of God….Let us 

then with confidence draw near to the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. 



What fig leaves of self-salvation 
ought you ditch for the better offer 

from Christ?



The serpent’s crafty temptation deceived Eve, leading to 
Adam’s/humanity’s sin-earned death and shame. Let’s 
consider four ways Jesus contrasts and restores from the 
Eden temptation so that we can be established in our faith.



Review

1. Beware!

2. Know God's Word

3. Recognize Satan's tactics

4. Ditch your fig leaves
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