
Why Gender?
Genesis 1:26-27



This Week

Good Friday Service | 7:00 p.m.

Easter Service | 9:30 a.m.

Service Saturday | 8:00 a.m.



Colossians 2:6-7

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted 
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving.



Established in…

1. Creation (Genesis 1-11)

2. Christ (Colossians)

3. Community (Titus)

Bonus “C”: Culmination



Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
     So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.



Gender in Genesis

3/29: Genesis 1:26-27 (The Image of God)

5/10: Genesis 2:18-25 (The Creation of Eve)

5/31: Genesis 3:16-24 (The Curse)



Gender in Genesis

3/29: Genesis 1:26-27 (The Image of God)

5/10: Genesis 2:18-25 (The Creation of Eve)

5/31: Genesis 3:16-24 (The Curse)

Plus Colossians and Titus later this fall.



Today, we’re trying to answer the question:

Why gender?



Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
     So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.



Why the plural?

Some possibilities…

1. The “Royal We”
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3. The Trinity



The Trinity

This means that certain things are uncreated, such as:

1. Love



The Trinity

This means that certain things are uncreated, such as:

1. Love

2. Diversity within Unity



The Creation Week of Genesis 1:

Introducing Diversity

or 

Injecting Complementary Contrast



Genesis 2:19-20

Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them. And whatever the man called every living 
creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all livestock and to 
the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.



Because they find their origin in God himself, we could say 
that these kinds of things are fundamentally good:

▪United Diversity
▪Complementary Contrast

▪ Interdependence



Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
     So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them.



Male and Female

Equal

Different



1 Corinthians 7:3-4

The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and likewise 
the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over her 
own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have 
authority over his own body, but the wife does.



Male and Female

Equal

Different



Male and Female

Equal = Same

Different



Admittedly, differences require limitations.



What if the goal is not independency, but instead 
interdependency?



1 Corinthians 12:14-20

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the foot should 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not 
make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am 
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense 
of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of 
smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, 
as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, 
there are many parts, yet one body.



Again, the goal is not independency, but instead 
interdependency, which requires differences (i.e. 

limitations), in order to create a beautiful 
complementarity.



Male and Female

Equal

Different



Differences/limitations

under equality

create interdependence

which leads to mutual appreciation

which enhances love.



Genesis 1:31

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.









Differences/limitations

under equality

create interdependence

which leads to mutual appreciation

which enhances love.



Genesis 1:31

And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.


	Slide 1: Why Gender?
	Slide 2: This Week
	Slide 3: Colossians 2:6-7
	Slide 4: Established in…
	Slide 5: Genesis 1:26-27
	Slide 6: Gender in Genesis
	Slide 7: Gender in Genesis
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Genesis 1:26-27
	Slide 10: Why the plural?
	Slide 11: Why the plural?
	Slide 12: Why the plural?
	Slide 13: The Trinity
	Slide 14: The Trinity
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Genesis 2:19-20
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: Genesis 1:26-27
	Slide 19: Male and Female
	Slide 20: 1 Corinthians 7:3-4
	Slide 21: Male and Female
	Slide 22: Male and Female
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: 1 Corinthians 12:14-20
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: Male and Female
	Slide 28
	Slide 29: Genesis 1:31
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Genesis 1:31

