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PERSPECTIVES

ON THE WORLD CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT /g »
Awakening the Body of Christ to fulfill God’s global purpose

Spring 2026 | 15 Wks | Starts Jan 12
Mondays, 6pm to 9pm
Beggar’s Gate Church (Loveland)

~ REGISTER ONLINE:
PERSPECTIVES.ORG/COURSES/LOVELAND-CO-S26 ,
First night ¥V €22

@ PERSPECTIVES USA



Baptisms at Christmas Eve Service!

* Do you want to get baptized too?

e Use QR code or contact John Larsen
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Paul warns the Philippians with strong words against a

particular false gospel of human effort.

Through his personal example we’re reminded
of the worthlessness of all works-based living and surpassing

worth found in the gospel of grace.






Read
Philippians 3:1-11
(page 981)



Strong Warning (Verses 1-3)

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same
things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out
for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who worship
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no
confidence in the flesh—

(Philippians 3:1-3)




Verse 2 Verse 3
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Strong Warning (Verses 1-3)

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same
things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out
for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those
who mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who
worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put
no confidence in the flesh— (Philippians 3:1-3)




The Circumcision Party

Judaizers



Background on Circumcision

...Every male among you shall be circumcised. You shall
be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it
shall be a sigh of the covenant between me and you.
He who is eight days old among you shall be
circumcised.. (Genesis 17:10-12)




The Circumcision Party

Judaizers
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Strong Warning (Verses 1-3)

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same
things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out
for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those
who mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who
worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put
no confidence in the flesh— (Philippians 3:1-3)




Strong Warning (Verses 1-3)

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same
things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out
for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who worship
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no
confidence in the flesh—

(Philippians 3:1-3)




The Circumcision Party

Judaizers



“The Circumcision” Party

Judaizers



Strong Warning (Verses 1-3)

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same
things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out
for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who worship
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no
confidence in the flesh—

(Philippians 3:1-3)




Strong Warning (Verses 1-3)

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same
things to you is no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out
for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who worship
by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no
confidence in the flesh—

(Philippians 3:1-3) Y




Two ways to live

Flesh: Human Effort/Works

* Rely on self for living life
* Crave personal credit > Jesus

* Trust in their effort/works




| know | am valuable in life/in church
because | am the one

who excels in



Paul’s Personal Example: Worthlessness of Works-
Based Living (Verses 4-6)

though | myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If
anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, |
have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as
to righteousness under the law, blameless. (Philippians 3:4-6)



Paul’s Personal Example: Worthlessness of Works-
Based Living (Verses 4-6)

though | myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If
anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, |
have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as
to righteousness under the law, blameless. (Philippians 3:4-6)




Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 7-8c)

But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake
of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish...

(Philippians 3:7-8)



Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 7-8c)

But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake
of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.

For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish...

(Philippians 3:7-8)




Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 7-8c)

But these assets | have come to
regard as liabilities because of Christ.

Philippians 3:3 (NET)




Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 7-8c)

But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake
of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish...

(Philippians 3:7-8)




Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 7-8c)

But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake
of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish...

(Philippians 3:7-8)




Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 7-8c)

But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake
of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss because of
the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and
count them as rubbish...

(Philippians 3:7-8)







Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 8d-11)

in order that | may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith...



Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 8d-11)

in order that | may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith...




Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 8d-11)

in order that | may gain Christ and be found in
him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith...




Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 8d-11)

...that | may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings,

becoming like him in his death, that by any means
possible | may attain the resurrection from the

dead.



Paul’s Personal Example: Surpassing Worth Found
in Gospel (Verses 8d-11)

..that | may know him and the power of his
resurrection, and may share his sufferings,
becoming like him in his death, that by any means
possible | may attain the resurrection from the

dead.




Paul warns the Philippians with strong words against a

particular false gospel of human effort.

Through his personal example we’re reminded
of the worthlessness of all works-based living and surpassing

worth found in the gospel of grace.



What’s currently the crowning jewel of

surpassing worth in your life?
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