
To Live is Christ
Philippians 1:18b-30



Example 
of Paul

(verses 18-26)

Exhortation 
for Philippians

(verses 27-30)

Today’s Passage



Chained in prison, Paul anticipates rejoicing in an 
upcoming deliverance. But above prison release, 

his greater joy is in magnifying Christ! 



Let's gain joy by gleaning from Paul's example 
and responding to his exhortation to live for 

Christ.



Read
Philippians 1:18–30

(page 980)



1. Paul’s future deliverance joy (vs 18-20)

…Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your 

prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 

will turn out for my deliverance…(Philippians 1:18–19)



Reasons deliverance could mean release 
from prison

1. Paul has recently been speaking of his 
imprisonment 



Reasons deliverance could mean release 
from prison

1. Paul has recently been speaking of his 
imprisonment 

2. Paul mentions coming to visit them

so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in 
Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
Philippians 1:26



Reasons deliverance means something more

1. What it doesn’t say

…this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that ______



Reasons deliverance means something more

1. What it doesn’t say

…this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I’ll soon be delivered from 
prison, thus enabled to fulfill my ministry from the Lord 
Jesus.



Reasons deliverance means something more

1. What it doesn’t say

…this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I’ll soon be delivered from 
prison, thus enabled to fulfill my ministry from the Lord 
Jesus.



Reasons deliverance means something more

2. What it does say

…this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, 
but with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death.



Reasons deliverance means something more

2. What it does say

…this will turn out for my deliverance, as it is my eager 
expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, 
but with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death.



‘Christ will be honored’

Magnified

Made much of

Exalted

Glorified



1. Paul’s future deliverance joy (vs 18-20)

…Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your 

prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 

will turn out for my deliverance…(Philippians 1:18–19)



1. Paul’s future deliverance joy (vs 18-20)

…Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that through your 

prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 

will turn out for my deliverance…(Philippians 1:18–19)



2. Paul’s example (vs 21-26)

For to me to live is Christ, 

and to die is gain. 

(Philippians 1:21)



“Is the distinction between living 
for Christ and dying for Him so 
great? Is not the second the 
logical conclusion of the first?”

Elisabeth Elliot



2. Paul’s example (vs 21-26)

For to me to live is Christ, 

and to die is gain. 

(Philippians 1:21)



3. Exhortation to Philippians (vs 27-30)

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you 

that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 

by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by 

your opponents…

(Philippians 1:27–28)



3. Exhortation to Philippians (vs 27-30)

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 

are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for 

the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your 

opponents…

(Philippians 1:27–28)



3. Exhortation to Philippians (vs 27-30)

let your manner of life be 

politeuesthe

~live your lives as citizens



3. Exhortation to Philippians (vs 27-30)

Christ…honored in 
my body

To live is Christ, 
and to die is gain

Let your manner of 
life be worthy of the 

gospel of Christ



3. Exhortation to Philippians (vs 27-30)

Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 

are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for 

the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in anything by your 

opponents…

(Philippians 1:27–28)



Example 
of Paul

Exhortation 
for Philippians

Christ honored in my body/
To live is Christ

Manner of life worthy of the 
gospel of Christ

Concerted effort for progress of 
the faith

Concerted effort for progress of 
the faith

Courageous for Christ when 
threatened with suffering

Courageous for Christ when 
threatened with suffering



Chained in prison, Paul anticipates rejoicing in an upcoming 
deliverance. But above prison release, his greater joy is in 

magnifying Christ! 
Let's gain joy by gleaning from Paul's example and responding 

to his exhortation to live for Christ.



Exhortation responses

•Example

•Prayer

•Gain
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