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Matthew 7:7-11

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who 
seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be 
opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him 
for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a 
fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give good things to those who ask him!





Pray Continuously

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you.
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Just Ask…

•Each include an invitation and a promise.
•Asking is an act of humility, acknowledging our 
dependence on God.
•God promises that he both hears and responds.



Just Ask…

Philippians 4:5b-7

The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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•Seeking assumes that what we’re looking for is 
worth finding.
•Seeking is an act of love.
•Seeking involves our whole being.
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Seek and Find

•Ways we seek God:
• Praying and communing with God
• Studying scripture and actively meditating on it
•Being in community
• Serving others





Seek and Find

Matthew 6:31-33

Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 
we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you.





Knocking In Faith

•Knocking is an act of persistent boldness.
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Knocking In Faith

Luke 11:5-8
And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend 
will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a 
journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he 
will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is 
now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot 
get up and give you anything’? I tell you, though he will 
not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and 
give him whatever he needs.



Knocking In Faith

•Knocking is an act of persistent boldness.
•True faith requires patience, endurance, and 
trust in increasing amounts.





Perspectives on Unanswered 
Prayer

Matthew 26:36-40
Then Jesus went with them to a place called 
Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit here, 
while I go over there and pray.” And taking with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be 
sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, “My 
soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and 
watch with me.” And going a little farther he fell on his 
face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as you will.”
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Perspectives on 
Unanswered Prayer

• Sometimes God’s timing is different.
• Sometimes God’s purposes are broader.
• Sometimes “no” is the answer.
• Even then, God gives us everything we need to 

endure and thrive.





God is the Best Father

Matthew 7:9-11

Or which one of you, if his son asks him for 
bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks 
for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you 
then, who are evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask him!





God is the Best Father

2 Peter 1:3

His divine power has granted to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own 
glory and excellence …




