
Honor
Exodus 20:12-14



Exodus 20:12-14

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
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2. It’s a command to do something, rather than to refrain 

from something.

Honor is often translated as heavy or glory.



|5| Honor Your Father and Mother

1. This is a command for all of us.
2. It’s a command to do something, rather than to refrain 

from something.
3. It comes with a promise.

Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parents in the Lord, 
for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is 
the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go 
well with you and that you may live long in the land.”



|5| Honor Your Father and Mother

1. This is a command for all of us.
2. It’s a command to do something, rather than to refrain 

from something.
3. It comes with a promise.
4. God has strong words for those who disobey this 

command.



1 Timothy 5:4,8
4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them 
first learn to show godliness to their own household and 
to make some return to their parents, for this is pleasing 
in the sight of God. 

8 But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and 
especially for members of his household, he has denied 
the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
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|5| A Counter-Cultural Command

1. The concept of “honor” doesn’t resonate with us.
2. We live in a very youth-oriented culture.

Proverbs 16:31  Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is 
attained in the way of righteousness.



|5| A Counter-Cultural Command

1. The concept of “honor” doesn’t resonate with us.
2. We live in a very youth-oriented culture.
3. We don’t like to submit.
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|5| Practically Honoring Parents

1. Make it your default to defer to your parents.
2. Be careful about youthful pride.



Mark Twain

“When I was a boy of 14, my 
father was so ignorant I 
could hardly stand to have 
the old man around. But 
when I got to be 21, I was 
astonished at how much the 
old man had learned in seven 
years.”



|5| Practically Honoring Parents

1. Make it your default to defer to your parents.
2. Be careful about youthful pride.
3. Be intentional and proactive.



Kids’ Question Invitation of the Day

Honor your parents.
(right now, out loud, for all of us to hear)
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|6| You shall not murder

1. This is the one we use to justify ourselves.
2. The command goes much deeper than it appears.



Matthew 5:21-26

You have heard that it was said to those of old, 
“You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be 
liable to judgment.” But I say to you that everyone 
who is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to 
the council; and whoever says, “You fool!” will be 
liable to the hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift 
at the altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there before 
the altar and go.



Matthew 5:21-26 (cont.)

First be reconciled to your brother, and then come 
and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your 
accuser while you are going with him to court, lest 
your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the 
judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. Truly, I 
say to you, you will never get out until you have paid 
the last penny.



|6| You shall not murder

1. This is the one we use to justify ourselves.
2. The command goes much deeper than it appears.
3. This is also a command to honor.

ØSpecifically, to honor the image of God that is found in every 
human life.

James 3:9-10  With it we bless our Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of 
God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. 
My brothers, these things ought not to be so.
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|7| You shall not commit adultery

1. Again, this is a command to honor.
ØThis time, it’s honoring the marriage covenant as a reflection of 

the way that God relates to us.

2. Again, Jesus shows us that this command goes much 
deeper than it appears.



Matthew 5:27-30

You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit 
adultery.” But I say to you that everyone who looks at a 
woman with lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you 
to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that 
you lose one of your members than that your whole 
body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better 
that you lose one of your members than that your whole 
body go into hell.
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Two Goals

1. To stir in us a renewed commitment to obedience.
2. To remind us that we can never obey perfectly, 

meaning that we must freshly rely on Christ’s perfect 
obedience.



Romans 5:20-21

Now the law came in to increase the trespass, but 
where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, so 
that, as sin reigned in death, grace also might reign 
through righteousness leading to eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Romans 7:21-25

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil 
lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my 
inner being, but I see in my members another law waging 
war against the law of my mind and making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man 
that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!


