
Show No 
Partiality
James 2:1-13



“I have a dream that 
my four little children 
will one day live in a 
nation where they will 
not be judged by the 
color of their skin, but 
by the content of their 
character.” Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.





Acts 17:26

From one man [God] made all the nations, 
that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times in 
history and the boundaries of their lands.
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Ephesians 2:14

For [Christ] himself is our peace, who has 
made the two groups [Jew and Gentile] one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 
wall of hostility,



Galatians 3:28

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.



1 Corinthians 12:13

For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as 
to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 
slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink.



Colossians 3:11

Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised 
or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 
or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.



1. God chose the poor to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom. 

2. You dishonor the poor man when you show partiality.
3. The rich are the ones who oppress you, drag you into 

court, and blaspheme God. 
4. The royal law says, “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 
5. Partiality is a sin. 
6. Obedience in some areas does not make up for 

disobedience in other areas. 
7. You will be judged by the law of liberty, and judgment 

will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy. 



1 Corinthians 1:26-29

For consider your calling, brothers: not many   
of you were wise according to worldly standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble 
birth. 



1 Corinthians 1:26-29

But God chose what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; God chose what is low 
and despised in the world, even things that are 
not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that no 
human being might boast in the presence of God.
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1 Samuel 16:7

“Do not look on his appearance or on the 
height of his stature, because I have rejected 
him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: 
man looks on the outward appearance, but 
the LORD looks on the heart.”



Galatians 2:6

And from those who seemed to be 
influential (what they were makes no 
difference to me; God shows no partiality)—
those, I say, who seemed influential added 
nothing to me.



Proverbs 28:21

To show partiality is not good, but for a 
piece of bread a man will do wrong.



Deuteronomy 16:19

You shall not pervert justice. You shall not 
show partiality, and you shall not accept a 
bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise 
and subverts the cause of the righteous.



Leviticus 19:15

You shall do no injustice in court. You shall 
not be partial to the poor or defer to the 
great, but in righteousness shall you judge 
your neighbor.



1 John 3:16-18

By this we know love, that he laid down his 
life for us, and we ought to lay down our 
lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the 
world's goods and sees his brother in need, 
yet closes his heart against him, how does 
God's love abide in him? Little children, let 
us not love in word or talk but in deed and 
in truth.



1 Timothy 5:21

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus 
and of the elect angels I charge you to keep 
these rules without pre-judging, doing 
nothing from partiality.



Ephesians 4:1-6

As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to 
live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received. Be completely humble and gentle; 
be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace. 



Ephesians 4:1-6

There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to one hope when you were 
called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all.





How Do You Define the Image of God?

-Intelligence - Language ability

-Reasoning ability - Having a soul/spirit

-Emotions - A conscience

-Free Will - Self-awareness

-The ability to communicate with God
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The Image of God…

•Equally includes both men and women

•Makes humankind distinct from plants and 
animals

•Makes humankind “like” God in some way

• Is not incremental or partial, but is all or 
nothing



The Image of God…

is not an ability that we have; 
it is a status.



Romans 15:5-7

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant 
you to live…

- in such harmony with one another, 
- in accord with Christ Jesus, 
- that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God.




