
Application and 
Communication



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

1. The Bible awakens faith, the source of all 
obedience.

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the 
word of Christ. (Romans 10:17)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

2. The Bible frees from sin.

You will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free. (John 8:32)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

3. The Bible frees from Satan.

The Lord's bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, 
but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when 
wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are 
in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 
repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, 
and they may come to their senses and escape    
from the snare of the devil, having been held 
captive by him to do his will. (2 Tim. 2:24-26)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

4. The Bible sanctifies.

Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. 
(John 17:17)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

5. The Bible frees from corruption and 
empowers godliness.

His divine power has granted to us everything 
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true 
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory 
and excellence. For by these He has granted to us 
His precious and magnificent promises, so that by 
them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in     
the world by lust. (2 Peter 1:3-4)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

6. The Bible serves love.

And this I pray, that your love may abound still 
more and more in real knowledge and all 
discernment. (Philippians 1:9)

But the goal of our instruction is love from a   
pure heart and a good conscience and a     
sincere faith. (1 Timothy 1:5)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

7. The Bible saves.

Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; 
persevere in these things, for as you do this you will 
ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who 
hear you. (1 Timothy 4:16)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

8. The Bible gives joy.

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be full. (John 15:11)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

9. The Bible reveals the Lord.

And the Lord appeared again at Shiloh, for the Lord 
revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of   
the Lord. (1 Samuel 3:21)



10 things the Bible Can Do (Piper)

10. The Bible causes us to grow.

…like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the 
word, so that by it you may grow in respect to 
salvation, (1 Peter 2:2)



Application

The primary purpose of the Bible is to change 
our lives, not increase our knowledge.



James 1:22-25

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of 
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who 
looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 

For he looks at himself and goes away and at 
once forgets what he was like. But the one who 
looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a 
doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.



John 2:5

[Jesus’] mother said to the servants, “Whatever He 
says to you, do it.”



The Bible is Our Story



The Bible is Our Story

But the words "it was counted to him" [Gen. 15:6] 
were not written for his sake alone, but for ours 
also.(Rom. 4:23-24a)



The Bible is Our Story

For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction. (Rom. 15:4)



The Bible is Our Story

For it is written in the Law of Moses, "You 
shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the 
grain [Deut. 25:4]." Is it for oxen that God is 
concerned? Does he not certainly speak for 
our sake? It was written for our sake.             
(1 Cor. 9:9-10)



The Bible is Our Story

Now these things [in Moses life] took place 
as examples for us. (1 Cor. 10:6)



The Bible is Our Story

Now these things happened to them as an 
example, but they were written down for 
our instruction, on whom the end of the 
ages has come. (1 Cor. 10:11)



Application Questions

1. What does this passage teach me about God?

2. What does this passage teach me about the 
church?

3. What does this passage teach me about the 
world?

4. What does this passage teach me about  
myself? About my own desires and motives?



Application Questions

5. Does this passage require that I take action?     
If so, what action should I take?

6. What do I need to confess and/or repent of?

7. What have I learned from this passage that will 
help me to focus on God and strive for His 
glory?



Transcultural Transmission of 
Biblical Commands
1. Discern as accurately as possible the principle behind 

the command.

2. Discern whether the principle is trans-cultural or 
culture-bound by examining the reason(s) given for 
the principle.

3. If a principle is transcultural, determine whether or    
not the same application in our culture will express   
the principle as adequately and accurately as the 
biblical one.



Commands, Principles, and Preferences



Claiming Promises



Deuteronomy 28:1, 3-6; cf. 30:16

“And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD 
God, ... blessed shall you be in the city, and 
blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be 
the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your 
ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of 
your herds and the young of your flock. Blessed
shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
Blessed shall you be when you come in, and 
blessed shall you be when you go out. 



You’d Better Be Sure That…

1) God promised something.

2) That he promised it to you.

3) That you fully understand the promise.



Jeremiah 29:11

For I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.



Romans 8:28

And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who live him, who have 
been called according to his purpose.



2 Corinthians 1:20

For all the promises of God find their Yes in 
him. That is why it is through him that we 
utter our Amen to God for his glory.



Communication



2 Corinthians 4:13

Since we have the same spirit of faith 
according to what has been written, 
“I believed, and so I spoke,” we also 
believe, and so we also speak,



Ephesians 5:18-19

And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit, 
speaking to one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody with your heart to the Lord;



Question of the Week

After redundancies are accounted for, how 
many commands are in the New Testament 
for Christians to obey?


