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Genesis 22:17-18

“I will surely bless you, and I will surely 
multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven 
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And 
your offspring shall possess the gate of his 
enemies, and in your offspring shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed, because 
you have obeyed my voice.”





The Bible’s covenant storyline renews 

hope for unfaithful lovers of God 

this Christmas season and always.





Jeremiah 31:31–34
(page 660)



Jeremiah 31:31-34 | A New Covenant Foretold

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah, not like the covenant…that they 
broke, though I was their husband, declares 
the LORD…”



Jeremiah 31:31-34 | A New Covenant Foretold

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 
when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the 
covenant…that they broke, though I was their 
husband, declares the LORD…”

1. What is a covenant?

2. What is this broken covenant?



What is a covenant?

A formal relational partnership 
(oftentimes) inaugurated by blood.



What is a covenant?

A formal relational partnership 
(oftentimes) inaugurated by blood.

• Peaceful relationship between parties.
• Expectations for both parties.
•Benefits for faithfulness.
•Consequences for failure.



Covenant Making and Consequences

And the men who transgressed my covenant
and did not keep the terms of the covenant that 
they made before me, I will make them like the 
calf that they cut in two and passed between its 
parts—the officials of Judah, the officials of 
Jerusalem, the eunuchs, the priests, and all the 
people of the land who passed between the 
parts of the calf. (Jeremiah 34:18–19)



Al-Safirah

Ancient Covenants & Consequences



COVENANTS IN MARI
2900-1759 BC

“to kill a donkey foal” = 
to conclude a covenant.
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“As this calf is cut up, thus Matti’el

and his nobles shall be cut up”
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SFIRE TREATY| 8th Century BC 
“As this calf is cut up, thus Matti’el

and his nobles shall be cut up”

ASSYRIAN TREATY WITH ARPAD 
8th Century BC 

“If Mati’ilu sins against this treaty, 
so may, just as the head of this 
spring lamb is torn off, . . . the 
head of Mati’ilu be torn off.”

COVENANTS IN MARI
2900-1759 BC

“to kill a donkey foal” = to conclude a 
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Genesis 15:9–10

[God] said to [Abram], “Bring me a heifer 
three years old, a female goat three years 
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and 
a young pigeon.” And he brought him all 
these, cut them in half, and laid each half 
over against the other. But he did not cut 
the birds in half.



Genesis 15:17

When the sun had gone down and it was 
dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a 
flaming torch passed between these 
pieces.



On the Lookout: Storyline Themes

To bless nations

Blood

Repeated covenant 

failure

God’s presence



Exodus 19:4–6

‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 
wings and brought you to myself. Now 
therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice 
and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for 
all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’



Exodus 19:7–8

So Moses came and called the elders of the 
people and set before them all these words 
that the LORD had commanded him. All the 
people answered together and said, “All 
that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And 
Moses reported the words of the people to 
the LORD.



Ten Commandments & 
Various Laws

(Exodus 20-23)



Exodus 24:3

Moses came and told the people all the 
words of the LORD and all the rules. And all 
the people answered with one voice and 
said, “All the words that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.”



Exodus 24:6-8

And Moses took half of the blood and put it 
in basins, and half of the blood he threw 
against the altar. Then he took the Book of 
the Covenant and read it in the hearing of 
the people. And they said, “All that the 
LORD has spoken we will do, and we will 
be obedient…”



Exodus 24:6-8

And Moses took the blood and threw it on 
the people and said, “Behold the blood of 
the covenant that the LORD has made with 
you in accordance with all these words.”



Exodus 24:9-11

Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, 
and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 
and they saw the God of Israel. There was 
under his feet as it were a pavement of 
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for 
clearness. And he did not lay his hand on 
the chief men of the people of Israel; they 
beheld God, and ate and drank.



Exodus 32:12–13 

“…Turn from your burning anger and relent from 
this disaster against your people. Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, to 
whom you swore by your own self, and said to 
them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars 
of heaven, and all this land that I have promised 
I will give to your offspring, and they shall inherit 
it forever.’”



Exodus 32:33–34, 33:3

But the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has 
sinned against me, I will blot out of my 
book. But now go, lead the people to the 
place about which I have spoken to you; 
behold, my angel shall go before you… but 
I will not go up among you, lest I consume 
you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked 
people.” 



Exodus 40:34–38

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, 
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
And Moses was not able to enter the tent of 
meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the 
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
Throughout all their journeys…the cloud of the 
LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire 
was in it by night...





Jeremiah 31:31-34 | A New Covenant Foretold

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the 
LORD, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah, not like the covenant…that they 
broke, though I was their husband, declares 
the LORD. For this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those 
days, declares the LORD: …”



Jeremiah 31:31-34 | A New Covenant Foretold

“…I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts. And I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people…for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them to 
the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin no more.””



Jeremiah 31:31-34 | A New Covenant Foretold

“I will make a new covenant…
I will put my law within them…I will write 
it on their hearts…
I will be their God…
I will forgive their iniquity…I will
remember their sin no more.”



‘They shall all know me’

Luke 2:10–12
And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord…”



‘They shall all know me’

Luke 2:30–32
“…my eyes have seen your salvation that 
you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples,a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles,and for glory to your people Israel.”



‘I will forgive their iniquity’

And when the hour came, [Jesus] reclined at 
table, and the apostles with him…And he took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it
and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” And likewise the cup after they had eaten, 
saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is 
the new covenant in my blood.”

(Luke 22:14–20)



‘I will be their God, and they shall be my people’

Revelation 21:1–3

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more….And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God.”



The Bible’s covenant storyline renews 

hope for unfaithful lovers of God 

this Christmas season and always.



Lord Jesus, 
How do you want to renew my 
hope this Christmas season?


