
“Avoiding the Snare of Comparison”
John 21:15-25



Luke 22:31-34

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have 
you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed 
for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have 
turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 
Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you 
both to prison and to death.” Jesus said, “I tell you, 
Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny 
three times that you know me.”



Matthew 26:33-35

Peter answered him, “Though they all fall 
away because of you, I will never fall away.” 
Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very 
night, before the rooster crows, you will deny 
me three times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I 
must die with you, I will not deny you!” And 
all the disciples said the same.



John 13:7

Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do 
not understand now, but afterward you will 
understand.”



John 21:15-17 
(page 907)





J.C. Ryle

“This question is one which 
He is still asking of each of 
those who profess to believe 
in him. ‘Do you love Me?” is a 
very searching question. 

We may know much, and do 
much, and talk much, and give 
much, and go through much, 
and make much show in our 
religion, and yet be dead 
before God for want of love...



J.C. Ryle

Do we love Christ? 
That is the great question. 

Without this, there is no vitality 
about our Christianity. We are 
no better than painted wax 
figures: there is no life where 
there is no love.”





Greek words for “love”

(Jesus): The first two times uses the word 
“agapas.”

A pure, unselfish, sacrificial love. It’s love that 
desires another person’s highest good. It is an 
unconditional love of total commitment.



Greek words for “love”

(Peter): The first two times uses the word “philo.”

The love of close friendship. It is a brotherly, 
affectionate love.



“Peter’s self-judgment is complete. 
Searched out under the Divine eye, he is 
found and owns himself, not better but 
worse than others; so self-emptied that he 
cannot claim quality for his love at all. 

The needed point is reached: the strong 
man converted to weakness is now fit to 
strengthen his brothers; and, as Peter 
descends step-by-step the ladder of 
humiliation, step-by-step the Lord follows 
him with assurance of the work for which 
he is destined.” 

(The Numerical Bible)



God’s Standard of Love

Mark 12:30 
And you shall love (agape) the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.



God’s Standard of Love

Mark 12:30 
And you shall love (agape) the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.

Ephesians 6:24 
Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ with love incorruptible.



John 21:18-25 
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1 Corinthians 4:11-13

To the present hour we hunger and thirst, we 
are poorly dressed and buffeted and homeless, 
and we labor, working with our own hands. 
When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we 
endure; when slandered, we entreat. We have 
become, and are still, like the scum of the world, 
the refuse of all things.



1 Corinthians 6:19

You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So... 



1 Corinthians 6:19

You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. So... glorify God 
in your body.



Question:

Why should I focus on glorifying God in
my lot in life, rather than focusing on my 
lot in life?



Question:

Why should I focus on glorifying God in
my lot in life, rather than focusing on my 
lot in life?

1 Corinthians 6:19
You are not your own, for you were 
bought with a price. 



1 Corinthians 8:6

... for us there is one God, the Father, from 
whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through 
whom are all things and through whom 
we exist.





3 Ways to Resist the Sin of 
Comparison

1. All the pain and hardship of this life is very 
temporary. 



Paul Tripp

“One day, as God’s child, you will 
finally stand in the actual presence of 
God, never to desire happiness again. 
There and there alone will the pursuit 
end, the war will be over, and your 
heart given the happiness you always 
wanted but never fully had. 

We will be happy—no, not with 
temporary physical, emotional, 
relational, or situational happiness that 
fades like morning fog. We will be 
happy in a deeply contented happiness 
of heart, a kind of joyful contentment 
of soul, unlike anything we have ever 
known before.” 



3 Ways to Resist the Sin of 
Comparison

2. Our afflictions are producing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison.



3 Ways to Resist the Sin of 
Comparison

2. Our afflictions are producing for us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18

For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us 
an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as 
we look not to the things that are seen but to the 
things that are unseen. For the things that are seen 
are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal.



John Piper

“Every millisecond of your 
pain from the fallen nature or 
fallen man, every millisecond
of your misery, in the path of 
obedience, is producing a 
peculiar glory you will get 
because of that.” 



2 Timothy 1:11-12 (NASB)

... I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a 
teacher.
For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am 
not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and 
I am convinced that he is able to guard what I have 
entrusted to him until that day.



3 Ways to Resist the Sin of 
Comparison

3. Seek your identity from Christ alone.

Colossians 3:2-4
Set your minds on things that are above, 

not on things that are on earth. For you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

When Christ who is your life appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory.



“I’ve Searched for Identity” 
by Paul Tripp

I’ve searched for identity
in my successes
but my failures get in the way.
I’ve looked for identity
in my possessions
but they age, break, and malfunction.
I’ve sought identity
in people
but everyone is flawed somehow.



“I’ve Searched for Identity” 
by Paul Tripp

I’ve searched for identity in ministry
but the Spirit gets in the way.
I’ve reached for identity
in knowledge
but I never know enough.
I’ve gotten my identity
from my strength
but weakness took it away.
I’ve taken identity
from my abilities
but inability stole it from me.



“I’ve Searched for Identity” 
by Paul Tripp

There is no place
no person
no experience
no success
no possession
no skill
no level of knowledge
that can impart
the security of identity
the rest of meaning and purpose
that everyone desires.



“I’ve Searched for Identity” 
by Paul Tripp

So I’ve quit looking out
and begun looking up.
In you I am loved
I am forgiven
I have eternal value
I have meaning and purpose
I have security and rest
I have understanding
I have moral direction
I have self-knowledge
I have peace of heart.



“I’ve Searched for Identity” 
by Paul Tripp

You are in me
I am in you.
This bond is
enough.
This bond is
life
and it cannot be
broken.



John 21:25

Now there are also many other things that 
Jesus did. Were every one of them to be 
written, I suppose that the world itself could 
not contain the books that would be written.




