
“Truth Telling”
John 18:28-40
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Truth and the Gospel of John

1. Of the 97 times that the word “truth” is used in the 
New Testament, 46 appear in John’s writings. For the 
word “true”, 40 out of 66 are in John’s writings.

2. John describes Jesus as coming in “grace and truth.” 
(1:14,17)

3. True worshipers are to worship in “spirit and truth.” 
(4:23-24)

4. Jesus is “the way, the truth, and the life.” (14:6)



Truth and the Gospel of John

5. God would send the “Spirit of truth.” (14:17, 15:26, 
16:13)



Truth and the Gospel of John

5. God would send the “Spirit of truth.” (14:17, 15:26, 
16:13)

6. Jesus prayed for his disciples that they would be 
“sanctified in truth.” (17:17)



Truth and the Gospel of John

5. God would send the “Spirit of truth.” (14:17, 15:26, 
16:13)

6. Jesus prayed for his disciples that they would be 
“sanctified in truth.” (17:17)

7. Jesus describes his purpose for coming as “to bear 
witness to the truth.” (18:37)



The “Truth” of the Jewish Leaders

They themselves did not enter the governor’s 
headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but 
could eat the Passover. (18:28)



Acts 10:28

And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful 
it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of 
another nation, but God has shown me that I should not 
call any person common or unclean.”



Luke 4:23-30

And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me 
this proverb, ‘ “Physician, heal yourself.” What we have 
heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown 
as well.’ ” And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is 
acceptable in his hometown. But in truth, I tell you, there 
were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when 
the heavens were shut up three years and six months, 
and a great famine came over all the land, and Elijah was 
sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land 
of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 



Luke 4:23-30

And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the 
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only 
Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard these things, all in 
the synagogue were filled with wrath. And they rose up 
and drove him out of the town and brought him to the 
brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that 
they could throw him down the cliff. But passing through 
their midst, he went away. 



Acts 22:21-22
21 And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to
the Gentiles.’ ”
22 Up to this word they listened to him. Then they raised
their voices and said, “Away with such a fellow from the
earth! For he should not be allowed to live.”



The “Truth” of the Jewish Leaders

They themselves did not enter the governor’s 
headquarters, so that they would not be defiled, but 
could eat the Passover. (18:28)

ØThe Jewish leaders manipulated truth (or used half-
truths) for self-serving, sectarian purposes.
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So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What 
accusation do you bring against this man?” They 
answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we would 
not have delivered him over to you.” (18:29-30)

ØThe Jewish leaders used pressure and emotionalism, 
rather than objective facts.
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The “Truth” of the Jewish Leaders

The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put 
anyone to death.” (18:31b)

ØThe Jewish leaders generally obeyed the letter of the 
law, but not the spirit of the law.
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The “Truth” of Pilate and Rome

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him 
by your own law.” (18:31a)

ØPilate did not appeal to an overarching standard, but 
preferred to have individual groups deal with issues 
themselves.
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The “Truth” of Pilate and Rome

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus 
and said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” (18:33)

ØPilate was a pragmatist, who wasn’t interested 
primarily in justice, but stability. 
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The “Truth” of Pilate and Rome

Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” (18:38)

ØPilate didn’t see truth as knowable or even real.
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1. Outwardly demonstrate a respect for objective truth, 
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2. Dismiss objective truth outrightly and then give all 
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1. Outwardly demonstrate a respect for objective truth, 
but actually manipulate truth for self-serving ends.

2. Dismiss objective truth outrightly and then give all 
authority to the individual.

Both end up in the same place!
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2. Moral excellence

Romans 2:8  …but for those who are self-seeking and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will 
be wrath and fury.
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Biblical Truth is…

1. Not false
2. Moral excellence
3. Authentic and ultimate
4. Faithful and trustworthy

Revelation 19:11  Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, 
a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and 
True.



John 18:37

For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have 
come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. 
Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.



What does it mean to be of the truth?

1. First, it means to submit yourself to a truth that is 
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What does it mean to be of the truth?

1. First, it means to submit yourself to a truth that is 
outside of yourself.

2. Second, it means to understand that truth is a person.

Jesus: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” (John 14:6)



John 8:31-32

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you 
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”


