
“Behold your King!”
John 18:38-19:16



In this irony-rich passage, 

let’s behold qualities of the King of the Jews

revealed through events immediately preceding 

Pilate’s sentencing of Jesus to crucifixion.





John 18:38-19:16
(page 905)



John 18:38–40 | The Substitutionary King

[Pilate] went back outside to the Jews and told 

them, “I find no guilt in him. But you have a custom 

that I should release one man for you at the 

Passover. So do you want me to release to you the 

King of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this 

man, but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.



John 19:1-5 | The King of Humanity
Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged him. And the 

soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head and arrayed him in a purple 

robe. They came up to him, saying, “Hail, King of 

the Jews!” and struck him with their hands…



John 19:1-5 | The King of Humanity
… Pilate went out again and said to them, “See, I 

am bringing him out to you that you may know 

that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them, “Behold the man!”



Isaiah 52:14 (NLT) | The King of Humanity

But many were amazed when they saw him.

His face was so disfigured he seemed hardly 

human, and from his appearance, one would 

scarcely know he was a man.



Hebrews 2:14,17 | The King of Humanity
Since therefore the children share in flesh and 

blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 

things…he had to be made like his brothers in every 

respect, so that he might become a merciful and 

faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 

propitiation for the sins of the people.



“For whatever reason God chose to make 

man as he is— limited and suffering and 

subject to sorrows and death—He had 

the honesty and the courage to take His 

own medicine…He has Himself gone 

through the whole of human 

experience…”

Dorothy Sayers 



John 19:6–11 | The King over Death
When the chief priests and the officers saw him, 

they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate 

said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify 

him, for I find no guilt in him.” The Jews 

answered him, “We have a law, and according to 

that law he ought to die because he has made 

himself the Son of God.”…



John 19:6–11 | The King over Death
… When Pilate heard this statement, he was 

even more afraid. He entered his headquarters 

again and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” 

But Jesus gave him no answer. So Pilate said to 

him, “You will not speak to me?...



John 19:6–11 | The King over Death
… Do you not know that I have authority to 

release you and authority to crucify you?” Jesus 

answered him, “You would have no authority 

over me at all unless it had been given you from 

above. Therefore he who delivered me over to 

you has the greater sin.”



John 10:18 | The King over Death
“No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have authority to lay 

it down, and I have authority to take it up again. 

This charge I have received from my Father.”



John 19:12–16 | The Rejected King
From then on Pilate sought to release him, but 

the Jews cried out, “If you release this man, you 

are not Caesar’s friend. Everyone who makes 

himself a king opposes Caesar.”...



Pilates’ Failed Attempts to Prevent 
Crucifixion

Pilate

1. Passover Pardon

2. Flogging Jesus

3. Seeking Release

4. Pilate concedes

Jewish Leaders/Crowd

1. “We choose Barabbas”

2. Not enough: “Crucify!” 

3. “You’re not Caesar’s friend”



John 19:12–16 | The Rejected King
…So when Pilate heard these words, he brought 

Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at 

a place called The Stone Pavement, and in 

Aramaic Gabbatha. Now it was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover. It was about the 

sixth hour…



John 19:12–16 | The Rejected King
…He said to the Jews, “Behold your King!” They 

cried out, “Away with him, away with him, 

crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify 

your King?” The chief priests answered, “We 

have no king but Caesar.” So he delivered him 

over to them to be crucified.



1 Samuel 8:5–7 | The Rejected King
…Now appoint for us a king to judge us like all 

the nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel 

when they said, “Give us a king to judge us.” 

…And the LORD said to Samuel, “…they have 

not rejected you, but they have rejected me 

from being king over them.”



In this irony-rich passage, 

let’s behold qualities of the King of the Jews

revealed through events immediately preceding 

Pilate’s sentencing of Jesus to crucifixion.



Behold:

The Substitutionary King

The King of Humanity

The King over Death

The Rejected King




