
“Arresting I AM”
John 18:1-11



Definition #1 of ‘arrested’

SEIZE, CAPTURE

specifically : to take or keep in custody by 
authority of law

Example: Police arrested the suspect.



Definition #2 of ‘arrested’

SEIZE, CAPTURE

specifically : to catch suddenly and engagingly

Example: arrest attention



Through the account of 
the garden-arrest of Jesus, 
God intends for us to be arrested 
by what it reveals of the 
Son of God.





John 18:1-11
(page 904)



John 18:1-2
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went 

out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, 

where there was a garden, which he and his 

disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed 

him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met 

there with his disciples.



John 7:30, 8:20
So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one 

laid a hand on him, because his hour had not 

yet come.

…These words he spoke in the treasury, as he 

taught in the temple; but no one arrested

him, because his hour had not yet come.



John 18:1-2
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went 

out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, 

where there was a garden, which he and his 

disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed 

him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met 

there with his disciples.



Kidron

Garden



John 18:1-2
When Jesus had spoken these words, he went 

out with his disciples across the brook Kidron, 

where there was a garden, which he and his 

disciples entered. Now Judas, who betrayed 

him, also knew the place, for Jesus often met 

there with his disciples.



John 18:3-6
So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers 

and some officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches 

and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that 

would happen to him, came forward and said

to them, “Whom do you seek?”…



John 18:3-6
…They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 

said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed 

him, was standing with them. When Jesus said 

to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to 

the ground.



John 18:3-4
So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers 

and some officers from the chief priests and 

the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and 

torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all 

that would happen to him, came forward and 

said to them, “Whom do you seek?”…



John 18:3-4
So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers 

and some officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches 

and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that 

would happen to him, came forward and said

to them, “Whom do you seek?”…



John 18:3-4
So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers 

and some officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches 

and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that 

would happen to him, came forward and said

to them, “Whom do you seek?”…



John 18:3-4
So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers 

and some officers from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches 

and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that 

would happen to him, came forward and

said to them, “Whom do you seek?”…



John 18:5-6
…They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 

said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed 

him, was standing with them. When Jesus said 

to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to 

the ground.



Exodus 3:5,14
Then [God] said [to Moses], “Do not come near; 

take your sandals off your feet, for the place on 

which you are standing is holy ground.”

…God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he 

said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I AM

has sent me to you.’”



Jesus’ “I Am’ Statements in John
1. I am the bread of life (ch. 6)

2. I am the light of the world (ch. 8)

3. I am the door of the sheep (ch. 10)

4. I am the good shepherd (ch. 10)

5. I am the resurrection and the life (ch. 11)

6. I am the way, the truth, and the life (ch. 14)

7. I am the true vine (ch. 15)



John 18:5-6
…They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 

said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed 

him, was standing with them. When Jesus said 

to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to 

the ground.



Philippians 2:10–11
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



John 18:5-6
…They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 

said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed 

him, was standing with them. When Jesus said 

to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to 

the ground.



John 18:7-9
So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” 

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 

answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you 

seek me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill 

the word that he had spoken: “Of those

whom you gave me I have lost not one.”



John 18:7-9
So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?” 

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus 

answered, “I told you that I am he. So, if you 

seek me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill 

the word that he had spoken: “Of those

whom you gave me I have lost not one.”



John 17:12
While I was with them, I kept them in your 

name, which you have given me. I have guarded 

them, and not one of them has been lost

except the son of destruction, that the Scripture 

might be fulfilled.



John 18:9-11
Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and 

struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his 

right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) So 

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its 

sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the

Father has given me?”



John 13:37–38
Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow 

you now? 

I will lay down my life for you.” Jesus 

answered, “Will you lay down your life for me?

Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not 

crow till you have denied me three times. 



John 18:9-11
Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and 

struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his 

right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) So 

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its 

sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the

Father has given me?”



Luke 22:50-51
And one of them struck the servant of the high 

priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus said, 

“No more of this!” And he touched his ear and 

healed him.



John 18:9-11
Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and 

struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his 

right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) So 

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its 

sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the

Father has given me?”



Through the account of 
the garden-arrest of Jesus, 
God intends for us to be arrested 
by what it reveals of the
Son of God.



Arrested by the Son of God’s:
•Orchestrated-timing

•Omniscience

• Courage

• Identity as "I AM"

• Lordship



Arrested by the Son of God’s:
•Orchestrated-timing

•Omniscience

• Courage

• Identity as "I AM"

• Lordship

• Triumph over evil

• Selfless protection

• Prophecy-fulfillment

• Healing power

• Saving purpose




