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The aim and effect of Jesus’ 
prayer for oneness is far 
greater than we imagine!





John 17:20-26
(pg 903)



The scope of his aim: ALL believers
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those 

who will believe in me through their word, that 

they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in 

me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so 

that the world may believe that you have sent 

me.” (John 17:20–21) 



The goal of his aim: Oneness
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those 

who will believe in me through their word, that 

they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in 

me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so 

that the world may believe that you have sent 

me.” (John 17:20–21) 



Depth of relationship
Strangers
Acquaintances

Colleagues
Friends
BFFs



The degree of his aim: On par with Trinity

“…that they may all be one, just as you, Father, 

are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in 

us, so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. The glory that you have given me I 

have given to them, that they may be one even 

as we are one.” (John 17:21-22) 



John 13:34-35 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another. By this all people 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.”



1 Thessalonians 4:9–10
Now concerning brotherly love you have no 

need for anyone to write to you, for you 

yourselves have been taught by God to love 

one another, for that indeed is what you are 

doing to all the brothers throughout Macedonia. 

But we urge you, brothers, to do this 

more and more…



The expanse of his aim: Horizontal + Vertical

“The glory that you have given me I have given 

to them, that they may be one…”



The expanse of his aim: Horizontal + Vertical

“The glory that you have given me I have given 

to them, that they may be one…I in them and 

you in me, that they may become perfectly 

one…” 

John 17:22–23 



Relationship with God: IN the Father & Son

“I…ask…that they may all be one, just as you, 

Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 

may be in us, so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me.” 

John 17:20-21 
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“Then I just sit quietly 
and let God love me.”



Relationship with God: Loved As Christ Is

“I in them and you in me, that they may become 

perfectly one, so that the world may know that 

you sent me and loved them even as you loved 

me.” 

John 17:23 



Relationship with God: Passionate Bridegroom

“Father, I desire that they also…may be with 

me where I am, to see my glory that you have 

given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world.” 

John 17:24 



Ancient Middle Eastern Engagement 
Timeline
•Cup of covenant (betrothal)

Groom departs out of town

Builds addition onto father’s house
Groom returns when father approves construction

Wedding commences immediately

Groom brings bride to new home



Relationship with God: Passionate Bridegroom

“Father, I desire that they also…may be with 

me where I am, to see my glory that you have 

given me because you loved me before the 

foundation of the world.” 

John 17:24 



The Effect
“that they may all be one… so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me…may 

[they] become perfectly one, so that the 

world may know that you sent me and loved 

them even as you loved me.” 

John 17:21,23





Question



Question

Share one aspect in which Jesus’ 

prayer is far greater than we imagine.




