
“Scary Things”
John 15:18-16:4 





This year, militants in 
Nigeria have openly 
murdered thousands 
of Christians.

Last year, 80% of 
Christian deaths 
worldwide, occurred 
there, with over 
4,650 killed.



2022 Statistics – (Open Doors International)

•Over 360 million Christians live in places 
where they experience high levels of 
persecution, just for following Jesus.
•That’s an increase of 15 million believers in 
only one year.
•That also works out to one in seven 
believers, worldwide, or over 14%.





2022 Statistics – (Open Doors International)

•Worldwide, 16 Christians are killed each day, 
on avg. That’s nearly 500 Christians every 
month. 



In North Korea, an 
estimated 50,000 to 
100,000 Christians 
are in prison and 
labor camps.



During the 2022 World Watch List 
reporting period (from Oct. 2020 
to Sept/ 2021):

•5,110 Churches or Christian buildings were 
attacked
•4,765 Christians were unjustly arrested, 
detained or imprisoned
•3,829 Christians were abducted for faith-
related reasons.









Scott McConnell

“While people of faith have had 
real challenges to their religious 
liberty in recent years in the U.S., 
it’s easy to become known only 
for talking about these issues. 

It’s ironic, that the very ones 
people of faith would like to 
convert, are noticing what 
Christians say about what 
they’re losing, rather than what 
good they have to offer.”



Acts 5:41-42

Then they left the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the name. And every day, in the 
temple and from house to house, they did not 
cease teaching and preaching that the Christ is 
Jesus.



2 Corinthians 4:13

Since we have the same spirit of faith 
according to what has been written, “I 
believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, 
and so we also speak,



John 15:18-19
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John 15:18-19

If the world hates you, know that it has hated me 
before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the 
world would love you as its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the 
world, therefore the world hates you.
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John 3:19-20

And this is the judgment: the light has come into 
the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their works were evil. For 
everyone who does wicked things hates the light 
and does not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed.



Ephesians 6:12

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 









John 15:20-27

Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also 
keep yours.
But all these things they will do to you on account of my 
name, because they do not know him who sent me. If I 
had not come and spoken to them, they would not have 
been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their 
sin.  Whoever hates me hates my Father also.



John 15:20-27

If I had not done among them the works that no one 
else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they 
have seen and hated both me and my Father. But the 
word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They 
hated me without a cause.’ 

But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from 
the Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also 
will bear witness, because you have been with me from 
the beginning.



“There was nothing in Christ to provoke hatred 
in any, but morally disordered, depraved minds. 
Nothing in his character – it was faultless; nothing 
in his doctrines – they were all true; nothing in his 
laws – they were holy, just and good. 

He never had done the world any harm. He had 
spent his life in bestowing favors on men. Why, 
then, did they hate him; why did they perse-cute 
him; why did they put him to death? They hated 
him, because they hated his Father.”  

- Dr. John Brown



7 Witnesses of Jesus’ Innocence

1. Judas: “I have sinned, for I have betrayed innocent blood.” (Matt 27:4)

2. Pilate: I find no fault in him” (John 19:4)

3. Of Herod, Pilate said, “Neither has Herod (found any fault) (Lk. 23:15)

4. Pilate’s wife: “Don’t have anything to do with that innocent man!”

(Matt. 27:19)

5. The dying thief: “This man has done nothing wrong.” (Luke 23:41)

6. The Roman centurion: “Surely this was a righteous man.” (Luke 23:47)

7. Those who stood by the centurion: “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

(Matthew 27:54)



Hebrews 11:26

[Moses] considered the reproach of 
Christ [i.e. bearing shame for his 
namesake], [to be] greater wealth 
than the treasures of Egypt, for he 
was looking to the reward.



Matthew 5:10-12

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile 
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 
evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”



John 16:1-4
“I have said all these things to you to keep you 

from falling away. They will put you out of the 
synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when 
whoever kills you will think he is offering service to 
God. And they will do these things because they 
have not known the Father, nor me. 

But I have said these things to you, that 
when their hour comes you may remember that I 
told them to you. I did not say these things to you 
from the beginning, because I was with you.”



1 Peter 4:12-14

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial 
when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But 
rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that 
you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you.



Colossians 1:24

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my 
flesh I am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for 
the sake of his body, that is, the church,



“More Christians 
have been martyred 
in the last century, 
than in the previous 
nineteen centuries 
of Christian history 
combined.”

Joel C. Rosenberg



The first 19 centuries:  14 million martyrs
This past 20th century:  26 million martyrs



2 Timothy 3:12

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,



Acts 4:18-20

So they called them and charged them not to 
speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But 
Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is 
right in the sight of God to listen to you rather 
than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but 
speak of what we have seen and heard.”




