“THE GREEN-EYED MONSTER”
discussion questions
1. If a close friend confided in you that they consistently struggled with envy, what counsel would
you give them? What advise have you heard given, that is not helpful?
2. Have you ever struggled with life (and therefore, God) not being fair? How did you deal with
it? Can you even imagine a world where every person’s life, opportunities, experiences, resources,
qualities, and outcomes could all be perfectly identical? Would that even be a “good thing?”
3. “The solution to inequity is not sameness, but rather a yielding to, and trust in God’s prerogative
to choose our lot in life.” How does that statement land on you? Does that in any way limit
anyone’s ability to fulfill the chief end of man: to glorify God and enjoy him forever? How does
Psalm 23:1 alter our paradigm and expectations regarding this life?
4. If you live in 21st century America, then you are among the richest 1% of people in all human
history. How does that knowledge impact your perspective on envy or entitlement? Jeff Bezos
reportedly earns $142,667 per minute (11/17/21 Facebook stat). How does knowing that impact
your temptation to envy? Read Hebrews 13:5. What do you primarily look to for happiness and
satisfaction: what you have, or who you have?
5. The gospel of Jesus Christ offers a radically different (and infinitely superior) source of satisfaction
and happiness than where most people are seeking it. Is that just “pie-in-the-sky,” or is there real
substance to that claim? How have you experienced it? Read Psalm 73 in its entirety. What was
the turning point in the psalmist’s struggle?
(Quote):
“Every believer has a whole God, wholly, he has all of God for his portion. God is not a believer’s portion in a limited sense, nor in a comparative sense, but in an absolute sense; God himself is
theirs, he is wholly theirs, he is only theirs, he is always theirs.”
- Thomas Brooks

