
“The Green-Eyed Monster”
John 12:9-19



ENVY



“Beware,	my	lord,	of	jealousy;	it	is	the	green-eyed	
monster	which	doth	mock	the	meat	it	feeds	on.”

- William	Shakespeare



Ecclesiastes 4:4

Then I saw that all toil and all skill in work come 
from a man’s envy of his neighbor. This also is 
vanity and striving after wind.



ENVY is a feeling of discontented or resentful longing, 
aroused by someone else's possessions, achievements, 
qualities, outcomes, or luck. Envy says, "I like what you 
have. Show me how to get it too.”
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COVETOUSNESS is an inordinate desire for 
something someone else has that you can't easily or 
righteously get, and so wanting to take it from them. 
Covetousness says, "I want what you have. In fact, I 
am more worthy of it than you."



Mark 15:10

[Pilate] perceived that it was out of envy that the 
chief priests had delivered [Jesus] up.



Isaiah 53:2-3

He had no form or majesty that we should look at 
him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He 
was despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not.





John 12:9-11

When the large crowd of the Jews learned that 
Jesus was there (i.e. Bethany), they came, not only 
on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead.  So the chief priests 
made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 
because on account of him many of the Jews were 
going away and believing in Jesus.



Romans 1:18, 22-23

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth. . . .

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things.



John 5:44

How can you believe, when you receive glory from 
one another and do not seek the glory that comes 
from the only God?





James 3:14-16

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false 
to the truth. 
This is not the wisdom that comes down from 
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 
there will be disorder and every vile practice.



John 12:12-19 (page 899 – top)

The next day the large crowd that had come to 
the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees 
and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” And Jesus found a young 
donkey and sat on it, just as it is written,
“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is 
coming, sitting on a donkey's colt!”



John 12:12-19 (page 899 – top)

His disciples did not understand these things at first, 
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered 
that these things had been written about him and had 
been done to him. The crowd that had been with him 
when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to bear witness. The reason 
why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard 
he had done this sign. So the Pharisees said to one 
another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, 
the world has gone after him.”



Envy is nothing less than a denial of:

Ø God’s Providence It says, “God, you must not be in control.”

Ø God’s Wisdom It says, “God, you made a mistake.”

Ø God’s Goodness It says, “God, you’re not good.”

Ø God’s Provision It says, “God, you’re not enough.”

Ø God’s Faithfulness It says, “God, you’ve forgotten me.”

Ø The Gospel It says, “God, you owe me this.”







The solution to inequity is not sameness.
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The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
(Psalm 23:1)



“Lord, I am nothing. 
Lord, I deserve nothing.
Lord, I can do nothing, 
and can make use of 
nothing. 
I am worse than 
nothing, and if I come to 
nothing and perish, I will 
be no loss at all.”

Jeremiah 
Burroughs



(Jack):
“You know, I don’t want 
to  be somewhere else 
anymore. I’m not 
waiting for anything 
new to happen . . .              
...not looking around the 
next corner and over 
the next hill. I’m here 
now. That’s enough.”

- C.S. Lewis, 
Shadowlands



“The chief end of man is to glorify God
and enjoy him forever.”

- Westminster Shorter Catechism



1. God created us sinless, to live in fellowship with him forever.
2. But all have sinned and fallen short of God’s perfect 

standard.
3. Therefore, we all deserve eternal death and separation from 

God in hell.
4. But God sent his Son Jesus Christ, to live the perfect life that 

we should have, and to pay the death penalty that we 
deserved.

5. God then raised Jesus from the dead as proof that his 
sacrifice was accepted.

6. So salvation and eternal life is now a free gift that cannot be 
earned or deserved.

7. It is only obtained by faith (or trust) in Christ alone,                         
and his substitutionary death for us.

“THE	GOSPEL”	(or	Good	News)



Hebrews 13:5

Keep your life free from love of money, and be 
content with what you have, for he has said, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.”





Greg Morse

While the world, the flesh, and 
the devil tempt us to chase and 
chase, God offers Himself as the 
end of our satisfaction. He gives 
himself as the grand punctuation 
to end our search for more. 
Wonder of wonders, God does 
not merely say to his child, “The 
secret to happiness is to want 
what you already have.” He says, 
“The secret to happiness is to 
want what you already have... 
in Me.”



1 Corinthians 3:21-23

So let no one boast in men. For all things are 
yours, whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or 
the world or life or death or the present or the 
future—all are yours, and you are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's.
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2 Corinthians 6:10
[We are] ...as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, yet possessing everything.
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And those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If 
we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with 
the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking 
one another, envying one another.
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“God scatters giftless gifts, the 
honors, riches, and favors, of this 
world, up and down among the 
worst of men. 
But as for his gold, his Spirit, his 

grace, his Son, his favor, these 
are jewels that he only casts into 
the bosoms of saints, and that, 
because he dearly loves them.”

Thomas	Brooks



“What madness and folly is it, 
that the favorites of heaven 
should envy the men of the 
world, who at best do but feed 
upon the scraps that come 
from God’s table! 
Temporals are the bones; 

spirituals are the marrow. Is it 
below a man to envy the dogs, 
because of the bones? And is it 
not much more below a 
Christian to envy others for 
temporals, when he himself 
enjoys spirituals?”

Thomas	Brooks



“Although Christians do not share in 
the honors, profits, pleasures and 
advantages of the world; yet this 
should be their joy and crown, that 
Christ and their souls are sharers in 
those things that are most eminent 
and excellent, most precious and 
glorious.
And the serious remembrance
thereof, should bear up their heads, 
hopes, and hearts above all the 
troubles, temptations, and afflictions 
that come upon them in this world.”

Thomas	Brooks




