
“IF YOU BELIEVE” 
discussion questions

1. What holds people back believing the truth about Jesus, his resurrection, 
the Bible, and eternity? Why is it tempting for some to remove the  
substitutionary atonement (Jesus’ death in place of ours, to pay for our 
sin and give us his righteousness) from Christianity? 

2. What type of belief system do you get when there is no need for Jesus’ 
substitutionary death?

3. What has captured the affections and loyalty of the religious leaders 
in John 11:48 more than God? What are they willing to sacrifice to keep it? 

4. What do you think about John’s statement that Caiaphas’ words in  
v. 50 were actually a prophecy? How is it that someone so connected 
with God’s truth (think Isaiah 53) could still not believe even though 
he’s speaking the truth of the gospel? 

5. If you have believed, are you experiencing life to the fullest like Jesus 
said you could have (John 10:10)? If not, what else might be capturing 
your affections and loyalty? 


