
“DEATH: A STAGE FOR GOD’S GLORY”  
discussion questions

1. What are your earliest memories of a death occurring? Do you recall any hope in the 
midst of people’s grief? To what extent do you fear death?

2. All of Lazarus’ family and friends seemed to be stuck in the regretful “If-Only  
Syndrome” (see John 11:21, 32, and 37). What’s wrong with that mindset? Have you 
ever found yourself stuck there? How did you get out?

3. To what extent do you regard your days and the circumstances that befall you as a 
stage for God’s glory to be seen? As a group, brainstorm all the ways that we can glorify 
God in our ordinary lives. (Consider 1 Corinthians 10:31 to expand your thinking.)

4. Consider D.A. Carson’s words: “The same sin and death, the same unbelief, that 
prompted [Jesus’] outrage, also generated his grief. Those who follow Jesus as his  
disciples today do well to learn the same tension – that grief and compassion without  
outrage reduce to mere sentiment, while outrage without grief hardens into self-righteous 
arrogance.” Do you agree with this? Do you view God as an emotionally complex  
being? How have you experienced these multiple emotions of grief: denial, anger,  
bargaining, depression, & acceptance?

5. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18. What does Paul mean by “not grieving as others do 
who have no hope?” When does grief become excessive? Why is it inappropriate  
according to Paul? Do you feel equipped to “encourage one another with these words,” 
as verse 18 says?


