
“Physical Blindness/Spiritual Blindness”
John 9





John 8:12

I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall 
not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of 
life. 



“Man,	without	God,	is	like	a	blind	man	in	a	dark	room,	
looking	for	a	black	cat	that	isn’t	there.”

- Marvin	Rosenthal	



Ephesians 4:17-18

So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that 
you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the 
futility of their thinking.
They are darkened in their understanding and 
separated from the life of God because of the 
ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of 
their hearts.



2 Corinthians 4:4

The god of this age [Satan] has blinded the minds 
of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of 
the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is 
the image of God.



“Once	I	knew	the	depth	where	
no	hope	was,	and	darkness	lay	
on	the	face	of	all	things.	Then	
love	came	and	set	my	soul	free.	
Once	I	knew	only	darkness	and	
stillness.	Now	I	know	hope	and	
joy.	Once	I	fretted	and	beat	
myself	against	the	wall	that	shut	
me	in.	Now	I	rejoice	in	the	
consciousness	that	I	can	think,	
act,	and	attain	heaven.



I	can	see,	and	that	is	why	I	can	
be	happy,	in	what	you	call	the	
dark,	but	which	to	me	is	golden.	
I	can	see	a	God-made	world,	not	
a	man-made	world.	The	only	
thing	worse	than	being	blind	is	
having	sight,	but	no	vision.”

- Helen	Keller



“Once	I	knew	only	darkness	and	
stillness.	My	life	was	without	
past	or	future.	But	a	little	word	
from	the	fingers	of	another,	fell	
into	my	hand	that	clutched	at	
emptiness,	and	my	heart	leaped	
to	the	rapture	of	living.”
- Helen	Keller



John 9:1-12
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Physical Healings by Jesus in the Gospels

• one deaf-mute person healed
• one paralytic
• one sick with fever
• two lepers healed
• three dead people who were raised.
• five blind people who were given their 
sight.



John 9:4

As long as it is day, we must do the works of him 
who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can 
work.
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1. Reincarnation - The soul of a person returns to 

this earth again and again in order to be 
punished or rewarded, based on how they had 
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Three Common Theories Regarding 
Suffering
1. Reincarnation - The soul of a person returns to 

this earth again and again in order to be 
punished or rewarded, based on how they had 
lived their previous life.

2. The Law of Heredity - All suffering in this life 
was to be attributed to the sins of the parents.



Three Common Theories Regarding 
Suffering
1. Reincarnation - The soul of a person returns to 

this earth again and again in order to be 
punished or rewarded, based on how they had 
lived their previous life.

2. The Law of Heredity - All suffering in this life 
was to be attributed to the sins of the parents.

3. Pre-birth Sin - The idea that a child could sin 
even in the womb, explaining why a child might 
be born blind, deaf, or crippled, etc.







John 9:13-34





Hebrews 13:12-13

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to 
sanctify the people through his own 
blood. Therefore let us go to him outside the camp 
and bear the reproach he endured.



Matthew 5:11-12

“Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.”
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1.  Unbelief sets false standards.

(V. 16) Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from 
God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.”
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fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29 We know that God 
spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he 
comes from.”
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(Vv. 28-29) Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this 
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4. Unbelief rejects the facts.

(V. 18) They still did not believe that he had been blind and had 
received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents.



Characteristics of Willful Unbelief

5. Unbelief is self-centered.

(V. 34) To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at 
birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out.



John 9:35-41



"If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but 
now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains."
(v. 41)
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If you were sensible of your blindness and really 
desired light, salvation would be yours, and no 
condemnation would rest upon you.

But because of your pride and self-sufficiency, 
and because you refuse to acknowledge your 
sinful condition, your guilt remains.



The Blind Man’s Progressive Belief 
in Jesus

1. “The man they call Jesus” (v. 11)

2. “A prophet” (v. 17)

3. “He’s from God” (v. 33).

4. “Lord” - (and he worships him) (v. 38).
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Lessons

1. It illustrates the fact that when God begins a work, he 
continues and completes it. (Philippians 1:6)

2. God has his own wise reasons for permitting sickness, 
disease, and other trials, but whatever is for God’s 
glory in us, will ultimately bring blessing to us.

3. God will give us opportunities to share what 
he has done for us, and sometimes experience 
ridicule and loss for his name’s sake. But there 
is no higher honor!



Ephesians 5:8-9 (NLT)

For once you were full of darkness, but now you 
have light from the Lord. So live as people of light!
For this light within you produces only what is 
good and right and true.



2 Peter 1:9

For whoever lacks these qualities is so 
nearsighted that he is blind, having 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his 
former sins.




