
“A Nation Caught in Adultery”
John 7:53-8:11



Revised Version of John 8:7-11
Jesus once said to the angry crowd who was 
trying to stone a woman who had sinned, “He who 
is without sin among you, let him cast a stone at 
her.” 
When his words came to their ears, they stopped 
moving forward. When everyone went out, Jesus 
stoned the woman himself, and said, “I too am a 
sinner. But if the law could only be executed by 
men without blemish, the law would be dead.”  
- Chinese Communist Party (CCP)





John 7:53-8:11
They went each to his own house, but Jesus went 
to the Mount of Olives. Early in the morning he 
came again to the temple. All the people came to 
him, and he sat down and taught them. The scribes 
and the Pharisees brought a  woman who had 
been caught in adultery, and placing her in the 
midst they said to him, “Teacher, this woman has 
been caught in the act of adultery.”



John 7:53-8:11
“Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. So what do you say?” This they 
said to test him, that they might have some charge 
to bring against him. Jesus bent down and wrote 
with his finger on the ground. And as they 
continued to ask him, he stood up and said to 
them, “Let him who is without sin among you be 
the first to throw a stone at her.”



John 7:53-8:11
And once more he bent down and wrote on the 
ground. But when they heard it, they went away 
one by one, beginning with the older ones, and 
Jesus was left alone with the woman standing 
before him. Jesus stood up and said to her, 
“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 
you?” She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus 
said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from 
now on sin no more.”







Matthew 5:17

“Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to 
fulfill.” 



John 3:17

“For God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.”



Jesus	bent	down	and	wrote	with	
his	finger	on	the	ground.	(v.6)	





John 8:7

“Let him who is without sin among you be the first 
to throw a stone at her.”



“Love the sinner, hate the sin? How about: Love 
the sinner, hate your own sin! I don't have time 
to hate your sin. There are too many of you! 
Hating my sin is a full-time job. How about you 
hate your sin, I'll hate my sin, and let's just love 
each other!”
- Mark Lowry



Galatians 6:1

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any 
transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep 
watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.



Pleasure in others’ failures is evidence of:

•prideful comparison
• self-righteousness
•a misplaced identity
•a lack of love
•a lack of compassion
•and a blindness to the depth of 
depravity in my own heart.



And	once	more he	bent	down	
and	wrote	on	the	ground. (v.	8)



John 1:17

For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.



Summary

The 1st time Jesus wrote on the ground, pointed 
back to the giving of the Law, and to himself as 
its author. He was symbolically endorsing and 
upholding the Law, which he fulfilled through his 
perfectly obedient and sinless life. 

The 2nd time he wrote, pointed ahead to when 
he would fulfill the Law’s requirement of death 
for all who sinned. 



“Let him who is without sin among you 
be the first to throw a stone at her.”



Romans 8:1

There is therefore now no condemnation for those 
who are in Christ Jesus. 



Psalm 32:1-2

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 
whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against 
whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose 
spirit there is no deceit.
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“A Nation Caught in Adultery”
John 7:53-8:11



“Counterfeit Gods” (by Timothy Keller)

1. An idol is anything that absorbs your heart and 
imagination more than God.

2. Idols control us, since we feel like we must have them, 
or life is meaningless.

3. Surface idols are things through which our deep idols 
seek fulfillment.

4. The most painful times in our lives are when our idols 
are being threatened or removed.

5. Worship is the final way to replace the idols of 
your heart.





James 2:13

Mercy triumphs over judgment. 



Isaiah 1:18

Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: 
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, 
they shall become like wool.




