
“Five Loaves and Two Fish”
John 6:1-21



Trusting the Bible

1. The New Testament is a collection of independent 
accounts
ØThese accounts are different enough to show that they were 

not collaborative
ØThese accounts are similar enough to show that they were all 

reporting on the same events



Trusting the Bible

1. The New Testament is a collection of independent 
accounts

2. These accounts give signs of eyewitness testimony
ØSmall details appear throughout John (e.g. the loaves were 

barley, the fragrance of the oil that anointed Jesus is 
mentioned, the time at which Judas left is recorded, etc.)

ØJohn demonstrates a very accurate knowledge of 
Palestinian geography



Mark 15:51-52

“And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen 
cloth about his body. And they seized him, but he left the 
linen cloth and ran away naked.”



Trusting the Bible

1. The New Testament is a collection of independent 
accounts

2. These accounts give signs of eyewitness testimony
3. These accounts give every indication that they were 

written soon after the events they record
ØJohn was being circulated in the early 2nd century
ØThe writer of John was very familiar with the city of 

Jerusalem, which was destroyed in 70 AD
ØThe synoptics were likely written even earlier, and the    

epistles earlier still



Trusting the Bible

1. The New Testament is a collection of independent 
accounts

2. These accounts give signs of eyewitness testimony
3. These accounts give every indication that they were 

written soon after the events they record
4. These accounts record very public and therefore 

disprovable events



John 6:1-4

1. John describes the setting for a Greek audience
2. Jesus goes up on a mountain, which is common for 

him, but probably symbolic



John 6:5-11

1. John highlights personal interactions, in this case he 
specifically mentions Philip and Andrew

2. Andrew offers a meager inventory of their assets
3. Jesus multiplies those assets, enlisting his disciples to 

carry out the process

God often takes us through the same process.



John 6:12-13

1. Each gospel mentions the abundant leftovers
2. There’s probably some symbolism in the number 12
3. Jesus could have simply met the exact need, but he 

goes well beyond



John 6:14-15

1. John is sure to point out how the people viewed him, 
specifically that he was the  expected “Prophet” 
(Deuteronomy 18:15-19)

2. Jesus, however, was to claim his kingship in a much 
different way than they expected



John 6:16-21

1. Jesus still seeks time with his Father
2. The disciples had been struggling on the water for 

nine hours
3. Jesus’ words (“It is I”) again recall God’s 

communication to the people of Israel
4. His message was to not be afraid, as it often is
5. From Matthew and Mark, we understand that as soon 

as Jesus stepped into the boat, the wind ceased



John 20:30-31

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.”


