
“Judgement of God’s Son”
John 5:17-47





Untangling John 5:17-47

Jewish Leaders
Accuse of blasphemy (vs 
17-18)

Jesus

Defense testimony (vs 19-29)

Corroborating witnesses (vs 

30-40)

Cross-examines for unbelief 

(vs 41-47)



Jesus’ deity-defense ought cause us 

to marvel at His authority to judge 

and believe in Him (all the more).





John 5:16–20
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1. Jesus’ Defense Testimony

…the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what 

he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, 

that the Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son 

and shows him all that he himself is doing. (John 5:19-20)





How could you grow in SHARING
your life, so as to experience 

deeper relationships?



John 5:20–29
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Marvelous Greater works:  Life + 
Judgement

• Like Father: Son’s Life & Judgement

• Gospel= Eternal Life + No Judgement

• Son’s Life & Judgement authority (Present & Future)

…greater works than these will he show him, so that you may 

marvel (v20)



Marvelous Greater works:  Life + 
Judgement

Like Father: Son’s Life & Judgement (vs 20-23) 

For the Father…has given all judgment to the Son, that all 

may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father. 

Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the 

Father who sent him. (John 5:22–23)



Marvelous Greater works:  Life + 
Judgement

Gospel= Eternal Life + No Judgement

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and 

believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not 

come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. 

(John 5:24)



Marvelous Greater works:  Life + 
Judgement

Son’s Life & Judgement authority (Present & 
Future)

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 
himself. And he has given him authority to execute 
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. (John 5:25-27)



Daniel 7:13–14

“I saw in the night visions,
and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man,
and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him….



Daniel 7:13–14

…And to him was given dominion and glory and a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.



Marvelous Greater works:  Life + 
Judgement

Son’s Life & Judgement authority (Present + 
Future)

Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who 
are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those 
who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
(John 5:28–29)



John 5:30–40
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2. Four corroborating witnesses



2. Four corroborating witnesses

A single witness shall not suffice…

Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three 

witnesses shall a charge be established. (Deuteronomy 

19:15)



2. Four corroborating witnesses

A single witness shall not suffice…

Only on the evidence of two witnesses or of three 

witnesses shall a charge be established. (Deuteronomy 

19:15)

If I alone bear witness about myself, my testimony 

is not true. 

(John 5:31)



2. Four corroborating witnesses

1. John the Baptist (vs 33-35)   

2. Miracles (works) (vs 36)

3. The Father (vs 37-38)            

4. Scriptures (vs 39-40)



2. Four corroborating witnesses

1. John the Baptist (vs 33-35)

You sent to John [the Baptist], and he has borne witness 

to the truth. (John 5:33)



2. Four corroborating witnesses

1. John the Baptist (vs 33-35)

2. Miracles (works) (vs 36)

…the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me 

that the Father has sent me. (John 5:36)



2. Four corroborating witnesses

1. John the Baptist (vs 33-35) 

2. Miracles (works) (vs 36)

3.  The Father (vs 37-38)

John 5:37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne 

witness about me….



2. Four corroborating witnesses

1. John the Baptist (vs 33-35) 

2. Miracles (works) (vs 36)

3. The Father (vs 37-38) 

4. Scriptures (vs 39-40)

You search the Scriptures because you think that in them 

you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 

about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may 

have life. (John 5:39-40)



Untangling John 5:17-47

Jewish Leaders
Accuse of blasphemy (vs 
17-18)

Jesus

Defense testimony (vs 19-29)

Corroborating witnesses (vs 

30-40)

Cross-examines for unbelief 

(vs 41-47)



John 5:41–47
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3. Jesus cross-examines regarding 
unbelief



3. Jesus cross-examines regarding 
unbelief

1. You don’t actually love God (vs 41-44)

…you do not have the love of God within you…

How can you believe, when you receive glory from one 

another and do not seek the glory that comes from the 

only God? (John 5:42,44)



3. Jesus cross-examines regarding 
unbelief

1. You don’t actually love God (vs 41-44)

2. You don’t actually believe in Moses’ scriptures 

(vs 45-47)

For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he 

wrote of me. But if you do not believe his writings, how 

will you believe my words?”

(John 5:46-47)







“How does this 
scripture anticipate or 

relate to Jesus?”


