
John 4:46 – 5:17
God’s Grace to the Undeserving





John 4:43 – 46a

After the two days he departed for Galilee. 
(For Jesus himself had testified that a 
prophet has no honor in his own 
hometown.) So when he came to Galilee, 
the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all 
that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. 
For they too had gone to the feast. So he 
came again to Cana in Galilee, where he 
had made the water wine.



Three Warnings for Us

•We can be people who welcome the 
presence of Jesus and are excited to 
experience him yet fail to truly recognize 
and honor him.



John 4:46 – 54
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Possible Reasons for Jesus’ 
Response
•Jesus was his last resort, not his first 
thought.
•He limits Jesus based on his own 
understanding.
•He doesn’t properly honor Jesus. He 
expects Jesus to do what he asks.
•Jesus is speaking more broadly to the 
Galilean Jews.





Luke 7:2-10

Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the 
point of death, who was highly valued by him. When the 
centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the 
Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. And 
when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him 
earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have you do this for 
him, for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built 
us our synagogue.” And Jesus went with them. When he 
was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends, 
saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am 
not worthy to have you come under my roof. 



Luke 7:2-10 (cont…)

Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the 
word, and let my servant be healed. For I too am a man 
set under authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to 
one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 
comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and 
turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, 
not even in Israel have I found such faith.” And when 
those who had been sent returned to the house, they 
found the servant well.



The Official vs The Centurion

• He calls Jesus Lord and 
doesn’t doubt he can 
heal.
• He trusts that Jesus is all 

powerful.
• He doesn’t consider 

himself worthy to have 
Jesus in his home.
• Jesus praises the man’s 

faith to the Jews.

• Hopeful that Jesus can 
heal, but not 
convinced.
• He limits Jesus based 

on his own 
understanding.
• He’s demanding of 

Jesus.
• Jesus questions the 

faith of this man and 
the Galilean Jews 

The Official The Centurion





They Didn’t Get Jesus…
• John 1:11 – They don’t receive him.

He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.

• John 2:11 – They only believe after he performs miracles.
This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

• John 2:18 – They demand miracles as proof of his 
authority.
So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing 
these things?”

• John 2:22 – They didn’t fully get his purpose.
When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.



They Didn’t Get Jesus…

• John 2:23-25 – Again, they believed only because of 
miracles.
Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many 
believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 
But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he 
knew all people and needed no one to bear witness about man, 
for he himself knew what was in man.

• John 3:10 – Their teachers didn’t even understand him.
Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you 
do not understand these things?



The Samaritans Got It…

• John 4:40-42
So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to 
stay with them, and he stayed there two days. And 
many more believed because of his word. They said to 
the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said 
that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and 
we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.”



The Samaritans Got It…

•The religious insiders, who had the truth, 
discounted the power and divinity of Jesus.
•The outsiders were the ones who were quick 
to recognize Jesus as the savior of the world. 





John 5:1 – 17
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Three Warnings For Us

•We can be people who welcome the 
presence of Jesus and are excited to 
experience him yet fail to truly recognize 
and honor him.
• Instead of recognizing the true divinity and 
power of Jesus, we might only see human 
limitations.





Three Warnings For Us

•We can be people who welcome the presence of 
Jesus and are excited to experience him yet fail 
to truly recognize and honor him.
• Instead of recognizing the true divinity and 
power of Jesus, we might only see human 
limitations.
•We can focus on what we think Jesus should 
do and thus fail to recognize when his work 
subverts our paradigms.





John 1:11-13

He came to his own, and his own people did 
not receive him…
But to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God.




