
“Complete Joy”
John 3:22-36



John 3:22-24



Mark 1:14

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 
proclaiming the gospel of God…



Acts 18:24-25
24 Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, 
came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in 
the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of 
the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught 
accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew 
only the baptism of John.



Acts 19:1-3

And it happened that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul 
passed through the inland country and came to Ephesus. 
There he found some disciples. 2 And he said to them, 
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And 
they said, “No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” They said, “Into John’s baptism.”



John 3:25-30



John the Baptist’s “Complete Joy”

1. He saw every good thing as a grace received

John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing 
unless it is given him from heaven. (John 3:27)



John the Baptist’s “Complete Joy”

1. He saw every good thing as a grace received
2. He accepted the role he had been given, along with its 

limitations

“You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the 
Christ, but I have been sent before him.’” (John 3:28)



1 Corinthians 12:18-20
18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, 
each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single 
member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are 
many parts, yet one body.



James 3:16

For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will 
be disorder and every vile practice.



John the Baptist’s “Complete Joy”

1. He saw every good thing as a grace received
2. He accepted the role he had been given, along with its 

limitations
3. He deferred his own glory and accomplishment for the 

sake of another

“He must increase, but I must decrease.” (John 3:30)













John 3:31-36


