
The Word Became Flesh
John 1:1-18





Matthew 7:24-27

Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, 
because it had been founded on the rock.

And everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on the sand.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, 
and great was the fall of it.



"We are cruel to ourselves if we try to live in this 
world without knowing about the God whose 
world it is and who runs it. The world becomes a 
strange, mad, painful place, and life in it, a 
disappointing and unpleasant business, for those 
who do not know about God. 

Disregard the study of God, and you sentence 
yourself to stumble and blunder through life 
blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of direction 
and no understanding of what surrounds you. This 
way you can waste your life and lose your soul.”

- J.I. Packer



John 20:30-31

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence 
of the disciples, which are not written in this 
book; but these are written so that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name. 



1 John 1:1-2

That which was from the beginning, which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 
our hands,  concerning the word of life— the 
life was made manifest, and we have seen it, 
and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal 
life, which was with the Father and was made 
manifest to us—





John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.



John 1:1-18

There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.



John 1:1-18

The true light, which gives light to everyone, was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not know him. He came to his own, and his 
own people did not receive him. But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor 
of the will of man, but of God.



John 1:1-18
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God;
the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has 
made him known.



“Logos”



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

1. His eternal nature

(1:1) In the beginning was the Word



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

2. He was with God from eternity past.

(1:1) and the Word was with God



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

3. This Word is distinct from God, while at the 
same time, being God. 

(1:1) and the Word was God



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

4. The Word made all things. 

(1:3) All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was 
made.



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

5. The Word has life in Himself.

(1:4) In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men.



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

5. The Word has life in Himself.

(1:4) In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men.

(1:9) The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world.



Universal Enlightenment #1

Romans 1:20  
For [God’s] invisible attributes, namely, his 

eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 
the things that have been made. So they are 
without excuse.



Universal Enlightenment #2

Romans 2:15 
[The Gentiles who do not have the law] show 

that the work of the law is written on their hearts, 
while their conscience also bears witness, and their 
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them



Universal Enlightenment #3

John 15:22  
If I had not come and spoken to them, they 

would not have been guilty of sin, but now they 
have no excuse for their sin. . .

If I had not done among them the works that no 
one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but 
now they have seen and hated both me and my 
Father.



The Meaning of Verse 5

(1:5) “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.”



The Meaning of Verse 5

(1:5) “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.”

Other words used for “overcome”:
“extinguish” “comprehend” “understand” 

“grasp” “perceive” “overpower”… etc.



The Meaning of Verse 5

(1:5) “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it.”

Other words used for “overcome”:
“extinguish” “comprehend” “understand” “grasp” 
“perceive” “overpower”… etc.

The Greek word is katelaben, and it literally means that 
the darkness did not eagerly take or possess the light.



Interlude: John the Baptist’s 
Ministry

There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

6. The world didn’t recognize Him.

(10-11) He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not 

know him. He came to his own, and his own 
people did not receive him.



A Ray of Hope

(12-13) But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

7. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 

(1:14) And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.



“dwelt among us” = “pitched His tent” = 
“tabernacled”



“dwelt among us” = “pitched His tent” = 
“tabernacled”

2 Cor. 6:16 
“I will make my dwelling among them 

and walk among them, and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.”



Revelation 21:2-3

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God.”



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

8. He is full of grace and truth. 

(1:14-17) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

9. He has made known God the Father.

(1:18) No one has ever seen God, but God the 
One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has 
made him known. (i.e. declared, explained, 
revealed) 



9 things we learn about this Person 
referred to as “the Word” 

9. He has explained God the Father.

(1:18) No one has ever seen God, but God the 
One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has 
made him known. (i.e. declared, explained, 
revealed) 

(15:9) Just as the Father has loved Me, I have
also loved you. Abide in my love. 



Geerhardus
Vos

“The best proof that 
[God] will never cease 
to love us, lies in that 
He never began.”



John 14:7-9

If you had known me, you would have known 
my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.”

Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and it is enough for us.” Jesus said to him, “Have 
I been with you so long, and you still do not 
know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’?



Hebrews 1:3

[Jesus Christ] is the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power.



Question of the Week

Name the 5 books of the Bible, 
written by the Apostle John,

in order. 


