
“Following Yonder Star”
Matthew 2:1-23



Herod the Great

ØLived from  72 – 4/1 BC
ØReigned over Palestine 
beginning in 37 BC

ØKnown for great 
building projects and 
great brutality



The Wise Men

1. Who were they?
2. Why were they following this star?
3. What was the star?



The Wise Men

1. Who were they?
ØThere may have been many of them

ØThe Greek word magos usually describes a priestly caste but 
also can be used for those who interpret dreams or stars

ØThey were “from the east,” perhaps from Persia, Arabia or 
Babylonia

ØMany assume Babylonia because of the Jewish influence that 
would have been present since the exile period



The Wise Men

1. Who were they?
2. Why did they come?

ØIsaiah 7-9
ØNumbers 22-24
ØIsaiah 60:1-6



Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 
and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 
and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3 And nations shall come to your light, 
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 



Isaiah 60:1-6

4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5 Then you shall see and be radiant; 
your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be 
turned to you, 

the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 



Isaiah 60:1-6

6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.



The Wise Men

1. Who were they?
2. Why did they come?
3. What was the star?



Matthew 2:9-12
9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they departed to their own country by another way. 



Herod and the Wise Men

1. Herod was “near” but distracted by empire-building, 
while the wise men were “far” but had their eyes 
open

2. Herod focused on self-preservation and became 
unsettled and angry, while the wise men abandoned 
self and experienced joyful worship

3. Herod fixed his hope on keeping what he had in the 
present, while the wise men fixed their hope on what 
they would receive in the future


