
WELCOME BACK
9 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy 

that we feel for your sake before our God, 10 as we pray most 
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and 

supply what is lacking in your faith?
1 Thessalonians 3:9-10



For this morning…

1. The service will be about an hour today
2. We’re aiming for typical spacing in the building
3. Use the bathrooms by the gym, although the 

gym itself is closed
4. The lobby is open for kids who are struggling in 

the auditorium
5. We will dismiss and usher to the exits
6. After the service, enjoy mingling with your 

church family in the parking lot!!



What is God’s discipleship 
curriculum for us right now?
1. To value the small
2. To serve others (in a Romans 14 or 1 Corinthians 

8 & 10 kind of way)

1 Corinthians 8:12-13  12 Thus, sinning against your brothers 
and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin 
against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes my brother 
stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother 
stumble.



What is God’s discipleship 
curriculum for us right now?
1. To value the small
2. To serve others (in a Romans 14 or 1 Corinthians 

8 & 10 kind of way)
3. To sit at the feet of Jesus



SERVE DAY 2020

• This Saturday the 25th

•Meet at the building at 
8:30am
• summitview.com/serve



“Sin, Sensitivity and Scripture”
Ezra 7-10
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Ezra 7-10

1. The sin of the returned exiles
2. Ezra’s sensitivity to that sin
3. The reason for Ezra’s clarity



1. The Sin of the Returned Exiles

Ezra 9:1-2  1 After these things had been done, the 
officials approached me and said, “The people of 
Israel and the priests and the Levites have not 
separated themselves from the peoples of the 
lands with their abominations, from the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the 
Egyptians, and the Amorites.



1. The Sin of the Returned Exiles

Ezra 9:1-2 (cont.)  2 For they have taken some of 
their daughters to be wives for themselves and for 
their sons, so that the holy race has mixed itself 
with the peoples of the lands. And in this 
faithlessness the hand of the officials and chief 
men has been foremost.”



Matthew 1:1-6
1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
son of David, the son of Abraham.
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the
father of Jacob…
5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the
father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the
king.



1 Kings 11:1-4
1 Now King Solomon loved many foreign women…
3 He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 
concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. 
4 For when Solomon was old his wives turned 
away his heart after other gods, and his heart was 
not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was the 
heart of David his father.



Married?

Ezra 10:2  And Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, of the 
sons of Elam, addressed Ezra: “We have broken 
faith with our God and have married foreign women 
from the peoples of the land…”. 

Married: literally “we have given a home”
Typically translated: inhabited, dwelt, lived, sat, etc.



2. Ezra’s Sensitivity to this Sin

1. Ezra reacted with great emotion and repented 
on behalf of the entire people



Ezra 9:3-5
3 As soon as I heard this, I tore my garment and 
my cloak and pulled hair from my head and beard 
and sat appalled. 4 Then all who trembled at the 
words of the God of Israel, because of the 
faithlessness of the returned exiles, gathered 
around me while I sat appalled until the evening 
sacrifice. 5 And at the evening sacrifice I rose from 
my fasting, with my garment and my cloak torn, 
and fell upon my knees and spread out my hands 
to the Lord my God.



2. Ezra’s Sensitivity to this Sin

1. Ezra reacted with great emotion and repented 
on behalf of the entire people

2. He reacted like this even though there were 
relatively few men who had sinned in this way



Ezra 10:16b-17

Ezra the priest selected men, heads of fathers’ 
houses, according to their fathers’ houses, each of 
them designated by name. On the first day of the 
tenth month they sat down to examine the matter; 
17 and by the first day of the first month they had 
come to the end of all the men who had married 
foreign women.

~120 men are found to be guilty



2. Ezra’s Sensitivity to this Sin

1. Ezra reacted with great emotion and repented 
on behalf of the entire people

2. He reacted like this even though there were 
relatively few men who had sinned in this way

3. Nobody else had responded like this, even 
though they likely knew this was wrong



Ezra 10:1

While Ezra prayed and made confession, weeping 
and casting himself down before the house of God, 
a very great assembly of men, women, and children, 
gathered to him out of Israel, for the people wept 
bitterly.



3. The Reason for Ezra’s Clarity

Ezra 7:10  For Ezra had set his heart to study the 
Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach his 
statutes and rules in Israel. 
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