
A Greater Temple?
Ezra 1-6, Haggai 1-2
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Christian exiles can discover 
motivation 

to press on in God’s work 
by believing God’s temple 

promises.



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also 
put it in writing…

Ezra 1:1-5



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon

“…Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the 
God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of 
the earth, and he has charged me to build him a 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is 
among you of all his people, may his God be with 
him, and let him go up to Jerusalem, which is in 
Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the 
God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem…”

Ezra 1:1-5



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon

“…And let each survivor, in whatever place he 
sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with 
silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, 
besides freewill offerings for the house of God that 
is in Jerusalem.”

Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of 
Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the 
Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to 
go up to rebuild the house of the LORD that is in 
Jerusalem. Ezra 1:1-5



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 
word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah 
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 
Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also 
put it in writing: …

Ezra 1:1-5



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon

“Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because 
you have not obeyed my words, behold, I will send 
for all the tribes of the north, declares the LORD, 
and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my 
servant, and I will bring them against this land…”

Jeremiah 25:8–9, 11-12



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon

“…This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, 
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years. Then after seventy years are 
completed, I will punish the king of Babylon and 
that nation…” 

Jeremiah 25:8–9, 11-12



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon
[The Lord] says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be 
inhabited,’

and of the cities of Judah, ‘They shall be built,
and I will raise up their ruins’;...

who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd,
and he shall fulfill all my purpose’;

saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’
and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’”

Isaiah 44:26,28,45:4-6



Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon
I call you by your name,

I name you, though you do not know me.
I am the LORD, and there is no other,

besides me there is no God;
I equip you, though you do not know me,

that people may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is none besides me;

Isaiah 44:26,28,45:4-6





Temple Promises > exiles in Babylon

• Jeremiah: 70 year exile in Babylon (~609BC)

• Isaiah: Ruler named Cyrus to rebuild temple 

foundation (~700BC)

• Ezekiel: Future temple greater than Solomon’s 

(573BC)



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
And all the people shouted with a great shout 
when they praised the LORD, because the 
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid. But 
many of the priests and Levites and heads of 
fathers' houses, old men who had seen the first 
house, wept with a loud voice when they saw the 
foundation of this house being laid…

Ezra 3:11-13



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
…though many shouted aloud for joy, so that the 
people could not distinguish the sound of the 
joyful shout from the sound of the people's 
weeping, for the people shouted with a great 
shout, and the sound was heard far away. 

Ezra 3:11-13
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Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son 
of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews who were in 
Judah and Jerusalem, in the name of the God of 
Israel who was over them.

Ezra 5:1



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of 
Haggai the prophet, “Is it a time for you yourselves 
to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house 
lies in ruins? Now, therefore, thus says the LORD 
of hosts: Consider your ways…”

Haggai 1:3–7



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
“…You have sown much, and harvested little. You 
eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you 
never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no 
one is warm. And he who earns wages does so to 
put them into a bag with holes. “Thus says the 
LORD of hosts: Consider your ways.”

Haggai 1:3–7



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD, spoke 
to the people with the LORD's message, “I am with 
you, declares the LORD.”

Haggai 1:13



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
“‘Who is left among you who saw this house in its 
former glory? How do you see it now? Is it not as 
nothing in your eyes? Yet now be strong, O 
Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O 
Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be 
strong, all you people of the land, declares the 
LORD….’

Haggai 2:3–9



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
‘…Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of 
hosts, according to the covenant that I made with 
you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit 
remains in your midst. Fear not. For thus says the 
LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I 
will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea 
and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, so 
that the treasures of all nations shall come in…’

Haggai 2:3–9



Promises > returned exiles in 
Jerusalem
‘…and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD 
of hosts. The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
declares the LORD of hosts. The latter glory of this 
house shall be greater than the former, says the 
LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, 
declares the LORD of hosts.’”

Haggai 2:3–9
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Promises > Christian exiles awaiting New 
Jerusalem

1. Jesus the human temple

2. Holy Spirit indwell us as temple



Promises > Christian exiles awaiting New 
Jerusalem

1. Jesus the human temple

2. Holy Spirit indwell us as temple

3. Heaven: the temple of greater glory



Promises > Christian exiles awaiting New 
Jerusalem

And I saw no temple in [New Jerusalem], for its 
temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 
its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations 
walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their 
glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by 
day—and there will be no night there. They will 
bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations

Revelation 21:22–26



Promises > Christian exiles awaiting New 
Jerusalem

And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of 
all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house 
with glory, says the LORD of hosts….The latter 
glory of this house shall be greater than the 
former, says the LORD of hosts….” 

Haggai 2:7,9




