
“In The Furnace”
Daniel 3



Two problems: 

1. The problem of intolerance/oppression
2. The problem of unjust suffering



Daniel 3:14

Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that 
you do not serve my gods or worship the golden 
image that I have set up?



Daniel 3:29

Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, 
or language that speaks anything against the 
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall 
be torn limb from limb, and their houses laid in 
ruins, for there is no other god who is able to 
rescue in this way.”



Daniel 3:16-17

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and 
said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no 
need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O 
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship 
the golden image that you have set up.”



Two problems: 

1. The problem of intolerance/oppression
2. The problem of unjust suffering



Daniel 3:24-25

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and 
rose up in haste. He declared to his counselors, 
“Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?” 
They answered and said to the king, “True, O 
king.” He answered and said, “But I see four men 
unbound, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is 
like a son of the gods.”



Daniel 3:29b

…for there is no other god who is able to rescue in 
this way.”



Daniel 3:16-17

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and 
said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no 
need to answer you in this matter. If this be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
your hand, O king. But if not, be it known to you, O 
king, that we will not serve your gods or worship 
the golden image that you have set up.”


